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Delhi,  the  capital  of  India,  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  and  historic 
cities  of  this  country.  Situated  on  the  banks  of  river  Yamuna,  the 
city  borders  the  state  of  Rajasthan  to  its  West  and  South  West,  the 
Gangetic  plains  of  Uttar  Pradesh  to  the  East  and  the  Himalayan 
range,  is  not  more  than  100  Kms.  to  its  North.  The  name  of  the 
city,  “Delhi",  derived  from  its  older  names  Dili,  Dilli,  Dhilli  traces  its 
history  back  to  the  epic  war,  Mahabharata.  During  the  12th  and 
19th  centuries  the  history  of  Delhi  has  witnessed  the  rise  and  fall 
of  eight  cities.  Today  these  eight  cities  of  Delhi  are  encompassed 
within  the  boundaries  of  the  ever  expanding  capital  city. 

Quila  Rai  Pithora 

This  is  the  first  imperial  capital  established  in  1192  A.D.  by 
Mohammad-bin-Sam  of  Ghur  (Central  Asia)  popularly  known  as 
Mohammad  Ghori  and  his  Governor,  Qutub-ud-Din  Aibak.  The 
city  was  restructured  on  the  old  city  of  Lai  Kot,  built  in  1060  A.D. 
by  the  Hindu  Tomar  King,  Anangpal  by  extending  its  boundaries. 
Following  his  victory  over  the  city,  Qutub-ud-Din  Aibak  used  the 
carved  pillars  of  27  Hindu  and  Jain  temples  to  make  a  mosque, 
which  came  to  be  called  the  Quwwatul-lslam  mosque — the  might 
of  Islam.  He  began  work  on  the  famous  Qutub  Minar  in  about  1 200 
A.D.  This  minaret  was,  in  fact,  completed  in  1220  A.D.  by  lltutmish, 
Qutub-ud-Din’s  successor  and  son-in-law.  It  is  72.5  m  high  and 
rises  in  five  successive  storeys  with  twenty-seven  flutings  broken 
by  four  projecting  balconies  decorated  with  inscriptions.  The 
lower  storeys  are  of  red  sandstone  with  semicircular  and  angled 
flutings;  the  two  highest  storeys  are  made  of  red  sandstone  and 
Makrana  marble.  Other  important  building  remains  of  this  city  are 
the  Iron  Pillar  and  Alai  Darwaza.  The  sandstone  gateway,  the  Alai 
Darwaza,  was  erected  to  serve  as  the  southern  entrance  to  the 
Quwwat-ul-lslam  mosque. 

Siri 

Ala-ud-Din  Khalji  laid  the  foundation  of  the  second  city  in  1303 
A.D.  known  as  Siri  near  the  present  day  Hauz  Khas.  It  is  also 
known  as  “Abode  of  the  Caliphate”.  However,  in  Alaud-Din’s  time 
it  was  called  Kila-Alai,  a  round  city  (shahr)  very  strongly  built  with 
seven  gateways.  Siri  was  the  first  city  which  was  originally  built 
by  the  Muslims.  Ala-ud-Din  Khalji  was  a  very  good  administrator 
and  planner.  He  also  constructed  a  vast  reservoir  at  Hauz-Khas 
known  as  Hauz-i-Alai  which  was  intended  to  meet  the  needs  of 
water  and  irrigation  of  the  new  city  of  Siri. 

What  remains  of  the  once  mighty  city,  Siri,  are  now  only  a  few 
patches  of  ruined  stone  walls.  Through  the  corridors  of  time 
the  name  of  Siri  once  again  reverberates  as  today  we  have 
the  Siri  Institutional  Area,  the  Siri  Asiad  Village  and  the  Siri  Fort 
Auditorium— monuments  to  show  Delhi’s  everchanging  profile. 

Tughlaqabad 

Ghiyas-ud-Din  Tughlaq  built  the  third  city  of  Delhi  known  as 
Tughlaqabad  in  1321  A.D.  It  is  approximately  eight  kms.  to  the 
south  of  the  Qutub  complex  where  the  third  medieval  city  of  Delhi 
was  built.  The  fort  is  roughly  octagonal  in  plan  with  massive  walls, 
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10  to  15  metres  high  with  bastions  and  13  gateways.  Across  the 
main  entrance  to  the  south  of  the  octagonal  is  the  red  sandstone 
tomb  of  Ghiyas-ud-Din  himself.  A  restrained  use  of  marble  on 
the  walls  of  the  self-built  tomb  gives  this  fortress  like  structure  a 
distinguished  look.  A  white  marble  dome  with  a  circular  sandstone 
marks  the  crowning  glory  of  this  exquisite  tomb. 

It  influenced  the  evolution  of  tomb  structures  such  as  the  Taj 
Mahal  in  later  years. 

Jahanpanahbad 

Ghiyas-ud-Din’s  successor  Mohammad-bin-Tughlaq  raised  the 
fourth  city  Jahanpanah  which  largely  comprised  of  a  walled 
enclosure  between  the  old  cities  of  Qila  Rai  Pithora  and  Siri.  A 
description  of  this  is  provided  by  the  African  traveller,  Ibn  Battuta, 
who  lived  in  Delhi  for  eight  years.  In  1327  A.D.  Mohammad-bin- 
Tughlaq  transferred  not  merely  the  capital  but  also  the  entire 
population  of  Delhi  to  Daulatabad  in  the  Deccan.  On  his  return 
to  Delhi,  he  made  yet  another  city  for  Delhi,  the  city  of  Adilabad. 
Here  he  made  his  palace  of  a  ‘thousand  pillars’  or  the  ‘Qash-i- 
hazar  Sutoon’.  He  also  constructed  Satpula — Bridge  of  the  Seven 
Openings — a  reservoir  which  retained  a  vast  sheet  of  water  for  the 
city  of  Jahanpanah.  Another  fascinating  building  of  Mohammad- 
bin-Tughlaq  is  the  Vijay  Mandal,  a  tower  used  by  him  for  reviewing 
his  troops.  All  these  still  stand  as  evidence  of  his  era. 

Firozabad 

Firoz  Shah  Tughlaq,  the  third  Tughlaq  ruler,  founded  the  city  of 
Firozabad  in  1354  A.D.  It  was  a  populous  capital  which  extended 
from  Hauz  Khas  in  the  south  to  the  north  of  the  Ridge  and 
eastward  to  the  river  Yamuna.  Kushik-I-Firoz  or  Palace  of  Firoz 
was  the  principal  building  in  the  capital.  It  is  now  known  as  Firoz 
Shah  Kotla.  He  brought  two  inscribed  Ashokan  columns  from 
Topra  near  Ambala  and  Meerut  and  erected  them  in  Delhi — one 
at  Firoz  Shah  Kotla  and  the  other  on  the  Ridge,  near  Bara  Hindu 
Rao.  He  repaired  the  Qutub  Minar  and  built  canals,  roads  and 
pavilions. 

The  Tughlaq  rule  ended  in  1414  A.D.  when  it  was  replaced  by 
the  Saiyads  and  later  by  the  Lodis.  Under  the  Saiyads  and  Lodis 
there  was  little  impetus  for  new  constructional  activities.  In  1526 
A.D.  Babur,  the  first,  in  the  line  of  Mughal  kings  gained  victory 
over  portions  of  north  India  with  his  capital  in  Agra. 

Din  Panah 

Humayun,  the  second  Mughal  emperor,  son  and  successor  of 
Babur  constructed  the  sixth  capital  city  of  Delhi  under  the  name 
of  Din-Panah,  again  on  the  right  bank  of  river  Yamuna.  The  city 
comprised  of  a  fortified  citadel  (Purana  Quila)  where  the  royal 
family  lived  and  which  also  had  the  residential  area  of  the  city 
population.  The  citadel  is  rectangular  in  shape  with  massive 
corner  bastions.  The  entrance  to  the  fort  is  through  the  west  gate, 
the  Bada  Darwaza. 

In  1540  A.D.,  Humayun  was  defeated  in  battle  by  Sher  Shah 
Suri  and  was  forced  to  flee  from  India.  At  present,  Qila-i-Kunha 
Masjid  and  the  octagonal  Sher  Mandal  which  were  built  by  Sher 
Shah,  still  exist  within  this  old  fort  area.  Fifteen  years  later,  after 
Sher  Shah’s  death,  Humayun  defeated  the  Surs  at  Panipat  and 
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regained  control  of  the  city.  He  died  in  1 557  A.D.  when  he  fell  from 
the  stairs  of  Sher  Mandal.  The  construction  of  Humayun’s  tomb 
was  taken  up  by  Hamida  Banu  in  1565  A.D.  The  complex  took 
nine  years  to  complete,  and  the  tomb  itself  is  a  dazzling  landmark 
in  the  evolution  of  Mughal  architecture  in  India. 

Shahjahanabad 

Shahjahan,  grandson  of  Akbar,  finding  Agra  too  congested, 
selected  a  site  on  the  right  bank  of  river  Yamuna  and  constructed 
the  seventh  Delhi  to  be  known  as  Shahjahanabad,  now  known  as 
Old  Delhi.  The  building  of  the  Red  Fort  or  Lai  Quila  commenced 
on  April  16,  1639  and  took  over  nine  years  to  build.  In  plan  it  is 
an  irregular  octagon  with  high  battlemented  walls  carried  around 
the  city  side  to  terminate  in  three-storey  towers  at  the  north  and 
south  ends  of  the  river  frontage.  It  has  twelve  gates,  the  principal 
ones  are  the  Lahori  and  Delhi  gates.  Inside  the  Red  Fort  are  the 
buildings;  such  as  Diwan-i-Am,  Diwan-i-Khas  where  the  Mughal 
royal  family  lived  and  reigned.  In  1648  A.D.  Shahjahan  finally 
shifted  the  capital  from  Agra  to  Delhi.  The  Jama  Masjid  outside 
Lai  Quila  and  the  Moti  Masjid  within  Lai  Quila  are  excellent 
examples  of  Indo-lslamic  architecture  of  the  seventh  city  of  Delhi. 
Shahjahanabad  functioned  as  the  Mughal  capital  till  1857  A.D. 

New  Delhi 

The  great  capital  of  New  Delhi  is  one  of  the  achievements  of 
the  British  Empire.  Two  architects,  Sir  Edwin  Lutyens  and  Sir 
Herbert  Baker  were  assigned  the  task  of  designing  and  layout 
of  the  eighth  city  of  Delhi.  Delhi  became  the  capital  of  the 
British  empire  in  1911  A.D.,  officially  named  ‘New  Delhi’  in  1926 
A.D.  and  was  formally  inaugurated  for  occupation  in  January 
1931  A.D. 

The  most  appropriate  starting  point  for  any  tour  of  New 
Delhi  is  the  All  India  War  Memorial,  popularly  known  as  India  Gate 
situated  at  the  east  end  of  Rajpath.  It  is  a  huge  stone  memorial 
arch  designed  by  Sir  Edwin  Lutyens  to  commemorate  more  than 
70,000  Indian  soldiers  who  fell  in  the  First  World  War. 

Rashtrapati  Bhawan  with  its  340  rooms  and  lavish  grounds  is 
the  official  residence  of  the  President  of  India.  Other  important 
buildings  of  the  period  are  the  Parliament  House,  Secretariat 
Blocks,  a  circular  marketing  centre — the  Connaught  Place  and 
others.  There  are  many  mosques,  gurudwaras,  temples,  churches 
and  modern  buildings  which  stand  testimony  to  the  living  vitality 
of  this  great  city. 
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CREATIVE  ACTIVITIES  FOR  SCHOOL  STUDENTS  AND  TEACHERS 
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The  educational  package  contains  22  pictures  of  famous  buildings 
and  historical  sites  of  the  city  of  Delhi,  the  capital  of  India.  These 
pictures  can  be  displayed  in  the  classroom,  at  any  prominent 
place  in  the  school.  The  pictures  can  be  stuck  on  cardboard,  with 
the  title  and  description.  Students  looking  at  these  pictures,  each 
day,  and  on  reading  the  information  will  gather  some  knowledge 
of  the  famous  buildings  of  Delhi  city. 

The  education  value  of  these  pictures  can  be  obtained  only 
through  activities  that  interest  and  involve  the  participation  of 
students. 

Students  Projects  on  “The  place  where  I  live” 

This  package  on  Delhi  monuments  tells  the  story  of  many  dynasties 
and  kings  who  lived  and  built  beautiful  buildings  to  make  Delhi  the 
city  it  is  today.  You  and  your  students  can  also  undertake  several 
projects  on  the  village,  city  and  town  that  you  live  in.  We  should 
appreciate  the  work  of  our  forefathers  and  understand  the  present 
in  relation  to  our  past. 

Students,  individually  or  in  groups  can  be  asked  to  collect 
information  about  “The  place  where  I  live”,  by  collecting  pictures, 
articles,  news  items,  pamphlets  etc.  The  topics  to  be  covered  in 
the  survey  should  be  : 

—  Climate  (State/Region) 

—  Natural  heritage  (forests,  rivers,  wildlife,  vegetation) 

—  Agriculture  (annual  agricultural  cycle,  crops,  cereals,  grains) 

—  Inhabitants,  members  of  the  community 

—  Occupations  (Income  generating  activities  of  the 
community) 

—  Famous  people  who  lived  in  the  area,  their  work  and 
contributions  in  various  fields. 

—  Languages,  customs,  fairs  and  festivals,  religions. 

—  Important  places  (historical  sites,  monuments,  museums  & 
parks) 

—  Music,  Dance,  Theatre,  Crafts  of  the  area 

—  Important  social,  governmental,  vocational  institutions 

—  Services  and  facilities  of  the  city  (Electricity,  water,  hospitals, 
etc.) 
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Interviews:  “The  place  where  I  live”:  Past  and  Present 

Ask  students  to  interview  friends,  relative,  neighbours  and  collect 
information  on  the  change  that  have  occurred  in  your  native  place 
over  the  past  twenty  years. 

Cover  all  the  topics  given  under  Survey 

—  Climate 

—  Natural  Heritage 

—  Agriculture 

—  Occupations 

—  Social  Life 

—  People 

—  People  who  came  from  other  places  to  settle  in  this  city. 

You  can  display  the  material  collected  by  students  in  the  form  of 
an  exhibition. 

Students’  Educational  Tours: 
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Students  in  groups  may  be  given  projects  to  study  their 
environment  through  first-hand  experiences.  Having  obtained 
a  good  background  in  activities  “Survey"  and  “interview”,  it  is 
time  for  them  to  look,  observe  and  study.  Here  are  some  group 
projects  for  students,  to  enable  them  to  study  their  environment 
in  a  detailed  and  methodical  manner. 

—  Make  a  map  of  the  village,  city,  town 

—  Locate  the  school,  important  places  such  as,  monuments, 
gardens,  zoological  parks 

—  Study  needs  of  the  place — sanitation,  transport,  public 
amenities 

—  Collect  data  on  population/land  ratio,  occupation,  service 
facilities  (hospitals,  schools) 

—  Collect  information  on  : 

:  Air  Pollution 

Noise  Pollution 
Garbage  Collection  problems 
Contaminated  water 
Unclean  streets 
:  Traffic  difficulties 
Housing  problems 
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Visit  historical  sites  in  your  place 

Undertake  the  following  : 

—  Write  a  short  note  on  an  historical  site,  covering  chief 
characteristics  of  the  building 

—  Draw  a  map  of  the  site 

—  Paint  a  picture 

—  Collect  related  photographs  and  articles 

—  Make  a  list  of  important  people  who  had  visited  this  place  and 
record  the  reason  for  their  visit. 

Now  that  students  have  studied  the  place  where  they  live,  they  will 
have  information  that  is  historical,  scientific,  social,  economic  and 
political  in  nature.  Added  to  this,  the  students  will  have  acquired 
some  values  by  speaking  and  interviewing  older  people,  visiting 
sites  to  care  and  look  after  their  cultural  heritage.  Most  important, 
this  educational  experience  is  an  opportunity  for  students  to 
“learn  by  doing"  which  is  the  most  lasting  form  of  education  we 
can  provide  to  our  students. 

Essay/Short  Stories/Poems 

Students  can  be  asked  to  write  a  short  essay,  story  or  poem  on 
such  topics  : 

—  The  place  where  I  live 

—  My  Home  town:  It’s  past  and  present 

—  The  place  where  I  live  is  famous  for... 

—  I  love  my  city 

—  The  problems  we  face  today 

—  A  diary  of  my  home  town 

—  The  beauty  that  surrounds  us 

—  My  city  in  the  21st  century 

—  My  home  town  one  thousand  years  ago 

—  Autobiography  of  my  city  and,  so  on... 

Paint  a  picture 

—  The  place  where  I  live 

—  Other  places  beyond  my  home 

Students  can  choose  to  collect  information,  articles,  pictures/ 
photographs  of  other  places  in  India 

—  Historical  sites 

—  Religious  sites 

—  Famous  people  and  where  they  come  from 

—  Industrial  development 

—  Agriculture 

—  Land  and  its  people 
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Quiz 
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Teachers  can  make  a  quiz  based  on  the  pictures  in  the  package 
and  the  project  work  conducted  by  students.  For  instance, 
students  must  see  and  study  the  pictures  and  information  sheets, 
given  in  this  packet. 

Divide  students  into  groups,  name  the  groups  and  inform  them  of 
the  rules  of  the  quiz. 

The  Teacher/Quiz  master  will  ask  the  questions  to  the  team.  He 
must  repeat  the  questions  clearly. 

30  seconds  are  allowed  for  the  answer. 

If  the  answer  is  correct,  the  team  gets  2  points 
IF  NOT 

The  Question  goes  to  the  next  team  as  a  BONUS  QUESTION. 

10  seconds  are  allowed  for  the  answer. 

A  correct  answer  to  Bonus  Question  get  1  point. 

The  Teacher/Quiz  Master  must  repeat  the  correct  answer  clearly 
for  the  audience  to  understand. 

AQUIZ  PROGRAMME  can  be  run  for  30-40  minutes.  The  decision 
of  the  Teacher/Quiz  Master  will  be  final. 
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Suggested  Quiz  on  this  Folio: 
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General 

—  Name  capital  of : 

India 

Sri  Lanka 
Mayanmar 
Pakistan,  etc. 

—  How  ancient  is  the  city  of  Delhi? 

—  Describe  the  climate  of  Delhi  in  Jan/May/Oct... 

—  What  are  the  States  that  surround  Delhi? 

—  Eight  cities  have  been  built  in  Delhi,  name  them. 

Picture  1 

—  How  old  is  the  Iron  Pillar? 

—  What  is  its  height? 

—  In  which  period  was  it  made? 

Picture  2 

—  Why  was  the  Qutub  Minar  built? 

—  What  materials  were  used  to  build  the  Qutub  Minar? 

—  What  is  Calligraphy? 

Picture  4 

—  What  is  a  tomb? 

Picture  8 

—  Which  great  Indian  Emperor  fell  down  the  stairs  of  Sher  Mandal 
and  died? 

Picture  9 

—  Describe  the  material  used  to  build  Humayun’s  Tomb. 

—  Humayun’s  Tomb  was  the  model  on  which  another  famous 
building  built  in  India.  Name  this  building. 
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Picture  13 

—  What  is  a  masjid? 

—  Name  four  famous  masjids  and  tombs  of  India. 

Picture  14 

—  Rashtrapati  Bhawan  was  originally  built  as  a  residence 

for . 

—  Who  lives  in  Rashtrapati  Bhawan  today? 

Picture  15 

—  India  Gate — What  does  the  building  commenmorate? 

Picture  17 

—  Parliament  House — Name  its  architect. 

—  India’s  Parliament  consists  of _ and _ . 

—  Name  the  members  of  Parliament  from  your  district/state. 
Picture  13,  19,  20,  22 

—  Recite  one  passage  or  Teaching  of  a  principle  of  the  following 
religions: 

-  Hinduism 

-  Islam 

-  Sikhism 

-  Buddhism 

-  Jainism 

-  Christianity 

—  Name  places  of  religious  importance  to  the  Christians,  Hindus, 
Sikhs,  Parsis,  Jains,  Buddhists. 

Make  your  own  questions  as  suggested  above. 

Quiz  (written  and  verbal)  is  an  enjoyable  form  of  evaluation. 

Let  students  participate  in  such  Quiz  programmes  once  a  month 
on  different  topics. 

Conduct  the  same  sort  of  Quiz  programme  based  on  the  Project 
“Place  where  I  live”  so  that  all  the  students  know  and  understand 
the  importance  and  contributions  made  by  their  own  people  to  the 
development  of  India. 

Project  for  Action  :  “My  contribution  to  the  city  that  I 
love” 

Students  can  first  discuss  what  they  can  do  to  improve  their  city 
and  home  town,  cleaning  campaigns,  posters,  education,  social 
service,  planting  trees,  forming  queues  for  orderly  behaviour  and 
discipline,  etc. 

Poster  Campaign  : 

Students  may  be  asked  to  prepare  a  picture  (12"  x  15"  size  paper) 
giving  suggestions  on  their  role  in  caring  for  the  environment. 

Students  can  create  slogans  for  the  poster,  for  the  cleanliness, 
protection  and  care  of  their  home  town. 


CENTRE  FOR  CULTURAL  RESOURCES  AND  TRAINING 
15-A,  Sector-7,  Dwarka,  New  Delhi-110  075 
Phone  :  91-11-25309300,  Fax  :  91-11-25088637 
email :  dir.ccrt@nic.in 
website  :  www.ccrtindia.gov.in 
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Architecture  of  Delhi 


1.  The  Iron  Pillar 

The  7.20  m  high  Iron  Pillar,  in  the  Qutub  complex  is  not  quite  as 
simple  as  it  looks.  Cast  from  iron  of  exceptional  purity,  the  unique 
pillar  has  not  shown  any  sign  of  rusting  in  roughly  1500  years  of  its 
existence. 

The  Iron  Pillar  originally  built  in  the  5th  century  A.D.  was  transported 
from  Mathura  to  Delhi  in  the  12th  century  A.D.  The  diameter  at  its 
base  is  6  ft.  4  in.  and  tapers  to  2  ft.  4  in.  at  the  top. 

The  building  of  the  Quwwat-ul-lslam  mosque  in  the  courtyard 
of  which  stands  the  famous  iron  pillar  is,  a  wonderful  monument 
to  the  scientific  knowledge  and  skill  of  Hindu  craftsmen.  It  was 
commenced  by  the  first  Delhi  Sultan  Mohd.  Ghori  in  about 
1196  A.D.;  the  arches  seen  in  front  of  the  Iron  Pillar  containing  the 
pulpit  were  added  by  his  successor  Qutub-ud-Din  about  ten  years 
later.  Iltutmish  who  succeeded  in  1210  A.D.,  began  to  enlarge  the 
mosque  by  extending  the  sanctuary  with  screens  in  north  and  south 
and  by  adding  a  great  quadrangle  which  should  have  enclosed  the 
original  building. 

History  offers  several  interpretations  to  the  origin  of  the  Iron  Pillar. 
A  Gupta  inscription  on  the  pillar  records  that  it  was  originally  a 
Vishnudhwaja  set  up  in  memory  of  King  Chandra.  The  flat,  square, 
towering  end  of  the  majestic  pillar  bears  a  hole  indicating  that  an 
image  of  Garuda  (The  mount  of  Vishnu)  originally  decorated  the 
tower. 

Interestingly,  there  goes  a  belief  that  if  one  secretly  wishes  for 
something  after  encircling  his  arms,  around  the  pillar  (with  his  back 
to  the  pillar)  his  wish  will  be  fulfilled. 

2.  Qutub  Minar 

The  Qutub  Minar  is  an  outstanding  landmark  in  India’s  architectural 
achievements.  Undoubtedly,  it  is  one  of  the  most  impressive 
monuments  in  the  country.  Dominating  the  skyline  at  a  height 
of  72.5  m,  this  elegantly  circular,  sandstone  structure  has  a  base  of 
1 3.75  m  diameter  which  tapers  to  a  mere  2.75  m  at  the  apex. 

The  origin  of  the  imposing  Minar  can  be  traced  to  the  end  of  the 
1 2th  century  when  Qutub-ud-Din  conceived  it  as  a  part  of  the  Qutub 
Mosque  scheme.  However,  it  was  eventually  completed  by  his  son- 
in-law  and  successor  Iltutmish.  The  highest  stone  tower  in  India  till 
today,  the  Qutub  Minar  also  served  as  the  Minar  of  the  mosque 
from  where  the  Muezzin  made  his  daily  call  to  the  worshippers  to 
come  to  pray.  The  word,  'Qutub'  signifies  a  pole,  the  very  pivot  of 
justice  and  sovereignty. 

As  originally  completed  the  Qutub  comprised  four  storeys  but  today 
it  has  five  storeys,  the  first  three  in  red  sandstone  and  others  in 
marble  and  sandstone,  with  each  storey  clearly  distinguishable 
from  outside  by  decorative  balconies.  The  first  three  storeys  are 
each  designed  on  a  different  plan.  The  fourth  storey  is  simply 
round.  The  uppermost  storey  which  was  damaged  in  1368  A.D. 
during  Firoz  Shah's  reign,  was  replaced  by  him  by  two  storeys 
made  of  marble  and  sandstone. 

3.  Alai  Darwaza,  Qutub  Complex 

Built  around  1305  A.D.  the  Alai-Darwaza  was  undertaken  as 
part  of  the  building  project  of  Alaud-Din-Khalji — the  third  in  line 
in  the  dynasty  of  Afghan  Turks  from  the  village  of  Khalji — who 
ascended  the  throne  of  Delhi  in  1296  A.D.  The  sandstone  gateway 
was  erected  to  serve  as  the  southern  entrance  to  the  Quwwat-ul- 
lslam  mosque.  The  planning  of  the  gateway  is  a  square  measuring 
35  feet  internally  and  55  feet  externally.  The  height  of  the  walls  is 
47  feet  from  the  floor  to  the  ceiling  having  a  thickness  of  11  feet. 
The  stately  entrance  to  the  courtyard  of  the  age  old  mosque  has 
suffered  little  damage  in  the  last  six  centuries.  The  gatehouse  has 
a  main  central  hall — a  cubical  structure  of  16.76  m  side  with  a 
18.28  m  high  dome.  In  the  middle  of  each  side  is  a  doorway  flanked 
by  a  perforated  stone  window.  Each  doorway  opens  into  a  single 
inner  room  with  a  domed  ceiling.  The  distinctive  surface  design  and 
the  original  conception  of  the  dome  of  the  Alai  Darwaza  (gateway  of 
Alaud-Din)  are  its  unique  features. 

The  sandstone  gateway  is  the  first  building  of  its  kind  to  be 
found  in  India  employing  Islamic  principles  of  construction  and 
ornamentation. 


4.  Tomb  of  Ghiyas-ud-Din  Tughlaq 

Ghiyas-ud-DinTughlaq  Shah.wasaTurk  nobleman  who  succeeded 
the  Khaljis  in  1321  A.D.  The  ruler  of  the  Tughlaq  dynasty,  a  keen 
architect,  he  added  a  new  capital  city  in  Delhi.  The  fortified  town  of 
Tughlaqabad,  with  high  bastions  and  13  gateways,  the  third  city  of 
Delhi,  was  the  creative  genius  of  Ghiyas-ud-Din  Tughlaq. 

Across  the  main  entrance  to  the  south  of  the  octagonal  fort  is  the  red 
sandstone  tomb  of  Ghiyas-ud-Din  himself.  The  most  striking  part  of 
its  composition  is  the  determined  slope  of  the  outer  walls,  as  these 
are  inclined  at  an  angle  of  seventy-five  degrees,  suggesting  the 
converging  sides  of  a  pyramid.  Its  square  base  is  sixty-one  feet  wide 
and  the  entire  height  of  the  structure  including  its  sandstone  finial  is 
over  eighty  feet.  A  restrained  use  of  marble  on  the  walls  of  the  self- 
built  tomb  gives  this  fortress  like  structure  a  distinguished  look. 

A  white  marble  dome  with  a  circular  sandstone  marks  the  crowning 
glory  of  this  exquisite  tomb.  Originally,  the  tomb  was  built  within 
a  vast  artificial  reservoir  of  rain  water  and  was  also  connected  to 
Tughlaqabad  by  a  cause-way.  The  Qutub-Badarpur  road  now  runs 
through  the  cause-way. 

5.  Firoz  Shah  Kotla 

Firoz  Shah  Tughlaq,  who  succeeded  Mohammad-bin-Tughlaq 
constructed  the  fifth  medieval  city  of  Delhi  called  Firozabad  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  river  Yamuna  in  1 354  A.D. 

The  principal  ruins  of  this  once  populous  city  extended  from 
Hauz  Khas  in  the  south,  to  the  ridge  in  the  north  and  the  river 
Yamuna  in  the  east.  One  of  the  principal  ruins  of  this  period  is 
the  Kushik-I-Firoz  or  palace  of  Firoz  on  the  banks  of  river  Yamuna. 
The  most  distinctive  feature  of  this  palace  is  a  monolithic  tapering 
column  of  polished  sandstone  from  the  3rd  century  B.C.  This 
structure  known  as  the  Ashoka  Column  was  brought  by  Firoz  Shah 
from  Ambala  to  grace  his  newly  built  palace.  It  is  the  second  column 
of  Ashoka  measuring  13.1  m  in  height. 

The  massive  thick  walls  of  the  fort  were  built  with  closely  packed 
blocks  of  stones  joint  together  with  mortar,  the  rough  walls  were 
coated  with  plaster  or  covered  by  a  layer  of  polished  stone  to  give 
its  wail  a  smooth  finish. 

6.  Bara  Gumbad,  Lodi  Garden 

Islamic  gardens  and  courtyards  have  a  special  charm  and  attraction 
of  their  own.  The  establishment  of  a  garden  meant  an  opportunity  to 
reveal  the  essence  of  a  site.  In  Islamic  literature,  both  in  poetry  and 
prose,  the  garden  is  lavishly  praised  and  compared  to  the  garden 
of  Paradise. 

In  the  Lodi  Gardens,  also  known  as  Lady  Wellington  Park,  there 
are  four  buildings  of  historical  importance.  The  tomb  of  Mohammad 
Shah  Saiyyed,  Bara  Gumbad,  Shish  Gumbad  and  the  tomb  of 
Sikandar  Lodi. 

Built  towards  the  close  of  the  15th  century  A.D.  during  the  reign 
of  Sikandar  Lodi,  the  mosque  occupies  a  significant  place  in  the 
development  of  Indo-lslamic  architecture.  Bara  Gumbad  is  the 
earliest  among  mosque  building  attached  to  some  of  the  tombs. 
It  has  the  distinction  of  possessing  the  finest  plaster  work  that 
survives  in  India  today.  On  the  outer  walls  of  the  prayer  hall,  we 
can  see  elaborate  scrolls,  decorations  and  inscriptions  in  Arabic. 
Beautiful  coloured  tile  work  is  one  of  the  notable  features  of  the 
mosque.  Five  wide  open  arches  with  a  flat  top  add  an  innovative 
touch  to  the  mosque. 

7.  Purana  Quila  Gate 

In  a  sad  state  of  ruins  today,  this  southern  entrance  to  the  Purana 
Quila  bears  evidence  to  the  elegant  architectural  style  of  the 
Mughals.  The  gate  is  flanked  by  the  remains  of  two  huge  circular 
towers  with  window  openings.  The  arched  roof  of  the  gate  is 
covered  by  an  open  pedestal  with  two  chhatris  on  either  side,  made 
of  black  and  red  stone.  Humayun  is  believed  to  have  rebuilt  the 
city  at  the  present  site  of  the  Purana  Quila,  which  came  to  be 
known  as  Din  Panah.  Later,  Sher  Shah  Suri  who  defeated 
Humayun,  completed  the  fort  during  his  rule  from  1538-1545 
A.D.,  before  Humayun  once  again  regained  his  throne  in 
1555  A.D. 

The  two  white  elephant  sculptures  engraved  on  the  high  gate 
walls  may  have  been  inspired  by  Hindu  architectural  styles,  though 
buildings  of  Humayun’s  period  are  basically  Persian  in  concept. 


8.  Sher  Mandal 

The  octagonal  red  sandstone  tower  of  Sher  Mandal  stands  at  the 
entrance  of  the  southern  part  of  the  famous  Purana  Quila  in  New 
Delhi.  Built  by  Sher  Shah,  one  of  the  most  able  rulers  of  India  during 
the  Mughal  period,  the  location  of  Purana  Quila  is  supposed  to  be 
the  site  of  Indraprastha — the  original  city  of  Delhi. 

Sher  Shah  built  part  of  the  old  fort  in  the  16th  century  A.D.  after 
defeating  Humayun.  During  Sher  Shah's  five  year  reign,  there  was 
much  improvement  in  the  Government  and  administrative  system  of 
the  country.  His  residence,  treasury  and  seat  of  government  were 
all  located  in  the  Purana  Quila. 

The  fort  has  massive  walls  and  three  large  sandstone  gateways 
decorated  with  white  marble  inlay  and  coloured  tiles.  The  design 
of  these  gateways  formed  the  beginning  of  a  more  artistic 
ornamental  type  of  building  construction — an  important  architectural 
development  of  the  times. 

The  Sher  Mandal  is  later  believed  to  have  been  used  by  Humayun 
as  his  library.  History  also  records  that  the  Mughal  king  fell  to  his 
death  from  the  stairs  of  this  very  building. 

9.  Humayun’s  Tomb 

Humayun  was  the  second  Mughal  Emperor  to  rule  India  in  the  16th 
century  A.D.  The  lofty  tomb  of  Humayun  you  see  in  the  picture  was 
built  by  Bega  Begam,  Humayun's  widow,  (popularly  known  as  Haji 
Begum),  eight  years  after  his  death. 

Standing  on  the  capital's  famous  Mathura  road,  the  Humayun’s 
Tomb  offers  the  first  indications  of  the  development  of  the  art  of 
stone  inlay  which  culminated  nearly  a  century  later  in  the  exquisite 
decorations  of  the  Taj  Mahal  at  Agra. 

The  lofty  mausoleum  is  located  at  the  centre  of  the  enclosure.  It 
rises  from  a  podium  faced  by  a  series  of  arched  openings.  The 
central  octagonal  chamber  houses  the  cenotaph  (false  tomb)  and 
is  encompassed  by  chambers  and  arched  lobbies  with  perforated 
screens.  Each  side  of  the  chamber  is  dominated  by  three  arches, 
the  central  one  being  the  highest.  This  plan  is  repeated  on  the 
second  storey.  For  the  first  time,  double  domes  appear  in  Indian 
architecture,  the  inner  shell  forming  the  vaulted  ceiling  to  the  tomb 
chambers  and  the  outer  shell  creating  a  majestic  external  impact. 

10.  Lahori  Darwaza 

The  famous  Red  Fort  in  Delhi  is  an  imposing  red  sandstone  structure 
built  by  Shahjahan  in  1648  A.D.  It  has  a  magnificent  entrance 
known  as  the  Lahori  Gate,  which  you  see  in  the  picture.  This  gate  is 
believed  to  be  facing  the  city  of  Lahore,  now  in  Pakistan. 

The  Lahori  Darwaza  was  situated  at  a  point  from  where  Emperor 
Shahjahan  could  get  a  full  view  of  the  famous  bazar  of  Chandni 
Chowk,  even  as  he  sat  on  his  throne  at  the  Diwan-i-Am.  However, 
Aurangzeb  blocked  the  gate  with  a  wall  and  made  another  gate 
on  its  right  side.  The  Lahori  Gate  leads  to  a  roofed  passage  with 
an  arcaded  shopping  centre  on  either  side  called  Meena  Bazar. 
This  was  once  the  shopping  centre  for  the  women  of  the  royal 
household. 

The  Lahori  Darwaza  has  been  tastefully  designed.  The  chhatris  on 
the  superstructure  are  very  impressive.  Its  ornamentation  which 
is  largely  structural  is  extremely  pleasing.  The  ramparts  above 
the  Lahori  Gate  are  now  used  for  the  flag  hoisting  ceremony  on 
Independence  Day,  every  year. 

Besides  the  main  Lahori  Gate,  the  fort  has  another  imposing,  three- 
storeyed  gateway  called  the  Delhi  Gate.  Flanked  by  semi-octagonal 
towers  consisting  of  several  apartments,  the  Delhi  Gate  has  two 
elephant  statues  on  the  outside. 

11.  Diwan-i-Am 

Diwan-i-Am  is  said  to  have  been  utilised  as  the  'hall  of  public 
audiences',  by  Emperor  Shahjahan,  to  hear  complaints  and  disputes 
of  his  subjects.  Diwan-i-Am  is  known  for  its  intricate  carvings.  It  is 
built  on  a  raised  plinth  and  is  open  on  three  sides. 

The  Emperor’s  throne  is  placed  at  the  raised  recess  of  the  back 
wall.  The  throne  platform  is  marble  panelled  which  was  engraved 
with  precious  stones.  In  1739  A.D.,  these  precious  stones  were 
removed  by  Nadir  Shah  and  later  rulers.  Lord  Curzon,  however,  is 
said  to  have  restored  back  much  of  its  grandeur.  The  hall  has  a  flat 


roof  raised  on  sandstone  arches.  Under  the  marble  canopy  on  the 
rear  side  stood  the  Emperor's  throne  from  where  he  received  the 
general  public. 

The  walls  of  the  canopied  hall  are  panelled  with  multicoloured  stone 
inlay  work  depicting  flowers  and  birds.  On  the  ceiling  of  the  central 
panel  can  be  seen  the  figure  of  the  Greek  God  Orpheus  with  his 
flute.  Till  this  day,  the  Diwan-i-Am  bears  standing  testimony  to  the 
rich  blend  of  Mughal  and  Hindu  architecture  in  India. 

12.  Diwan-i-Khas 

The  luxurious  royal  chamber  where  Emperor  Shahjahan  gave 
private  audience  to  a  selected  set  of  courtiers  and  visitors,  at  the 
Red  Fort  is  well-known  as  Diwan-i-Khas. 

The  hall  is  exclusive  and  stands  out  of  all  the  pavilions  in  the 
palace.  The  large  rectangular  hall  measures  27.4  m  by  20.4  m  and 
is  built  entirely  of  white  marble.  It  has  elegant  open  arches  on  three 
sides.  The  fourth  side  has  window  openings  in  between  jali  wall 
panels.  There  is  also  a  central  chamber  surrounded  by  aisles  of 
arches  rising  from  piers.  The  lower  parts  of  the  piers  are  inlaid  with 
floral  designs  while  the  upper  portions  are  gilded  and  painted.  Four 
pillared  chhatris  decorate  the  ceiling  of  the  Diwan-i-Khas. 

The  hall  was  renowned  for  the  magnificent  Peacock  throne  which 
stood  over  the  marble  pedestal  at  the  centre.  The  throne  made  of  solid 
gold  was  engraved  with  peacock  figurines  shimmering  with  countless 
precious  stones.  In  between  the  peacock  figures  was  a  parrot  carved 
out  of  a  single  emerald.  The  stone  studded  master-piece  was,  however, 
removed  to  Iran  by  Nadir  Shah  in  1739  A.D.  The  royal  palace  also  had 
the  Nahir-i-Bihist— flowing  through  the  central  parts. 

13.  Jama  Masjid 

The  largest  mosque  in  India,  Jama  Masjid  was  the  last  of  the 
buildings  constructed  by  Emperor  Shahjahan  in  the  mid  16th  century 
A.D.  Built  in  a  course  of  six  years,  by  about  5,000  workmen,  this 
ancient  place  of  worship  has  a  vast  courtyard  of  400  sq.  m.  which 
is  reached  by  a  flight  of  stairs.  The  gallery  within  the  east  gateway 
was  once  reserved  for  royalty.  Below,  the  square  sandstone  slabs 
were  meant  for  the  commoners.  The  courtyard  in  the  mosque  is 
enclosed  by  pillared  corridors  with  domed  pavillions  at  the  corner. 
The  rectangular  prayer-hall  on  the  west  measures  6.1  m  by  27.5  m, 
enclosed  by  11  engraved  arches.  Inscriptional  panels  in  white  and 
black  marble  run  above  the  arches. 

The  two  minars  at  the  corners  of  the  facade  are  130  feet  high. 

The  hall  is  surmounted  by  three  shapely  domes  decorated  with 
alternate  stripes  of  black  and  white  marble — a  new  feature  of 
Shahjahan's  architecture.  Mass  prayers  are  held  here  on  Muslim 
religious  occasions. 

14.  Rashtrapati  Bhawan 

Rashtrapati  Bhawan  is  the  official  residence  of  the  President  of 
India.  It  was  designed  by  the  two  famous  British  architects,  Edwin 
Lutyens  and  Herbert  Baker.  This  impressive  building  is  known  for  its 
imposing  size  and  aesthetic  use  of  330  acres  of  land.  It  is  essentially 
built  in  neo-Roman  style  but  incorporates  Indian  elements  like 
Buddhist  railings,  Islamic  pavilions  and  Hindu  brackets.  Built  on  the 
Raisina  Hill,  the  Bhawan  was  first  occupied  in  1929  A.D. 

The  Rashtrapati  Bhawan  can  be  entered  from  the  east  gate  by  a 
wide  flight  of  steps  leading  to  the  portico.  The  magnificent  Darbar 
Hall  has  a  spectacular  dome,  the  replica  of  a  Buddhist  stupa.  It 
has  stately  courts  and  spacious  state  rooms.  The  Darbar  Hall  and 
the  Ashoka  Hall  have  been  the  venues  of  many  assemblies  and 
ceremonies  of  national  and  international  significance.  The  entire 
complex  contains  340  rooms. 

Outside  the  Rashtrapati  Bhawan  gates,  stands  the  famous  Jaipur 
column — a  stone  pillar  installed  by  Maharaja  of  Jaipur.  The  famous 
Mughal  Garden  in  the  premises  of  the  Rashtrapati  Bhawan  is  known 
for  its  collection  of  unique  flowers,  plants  and  trees. 

15.  India  Gate 

From  the  Secretariat  complex,  one  can  see  the  tall  arched  monument 
of  the  India  Gate.  This  42  m  high  buff  coloured  stone  structure  is  the 
All  India  War  Memorial,  popularly  known  as  India  Gate.  It  is  raised 
in  the  memory  of  70,000  soldiers  of  the  Indian  army  who  died  in 
Worid  War  I.  The  Duke  of  Connaught  laid  the  foundation  stone  of 
the  archway  on  February  10,  1921. 


The  names  of  the  martyrs  are  inscribed  on  the  stones  of  the  arched 
gateway  for  the  entire  world  to  see  and  remember  the  noble  souls 
who  laid  down  their  lives  so  that  others  may  live. 

The  gateway  has  a  flight  of  stairs  that  leads  up  to  the  roof  top.  It  was 
once  used  as  the  vantage  point  by  visitors  and  photographers.  Of 
late,  however,  the  steps  are  closed  to  the  public. 

At  the  centre  of  the  open  gateway,  bums  the  eternal  flame  of 
'Amar  Jawan  Jyoti’.  An  inverted  rifle  with  a  helmet  placed  on  the 
butt,  symbolising  a  memorial  to  the  impartial  soldier,  stands  under  the 
arch. 

16.  Jantar  Mantar 

On  the  Parliament  Street  towards  Connaught  Place,  a  collection 
of  pink  coloured  structures  comprises  one  of  Maharaja  Jai  Singh 
M's  observatories.  Jai  Singh's  passion  for  astronomy  was  even 
more  notable  than  his  prowess  as  a  warrior.  Before  commencing 
construction,  he  sent  scholars  abroad  to  study  foreign  observatories. 
He  constructed  this  observatory  in  1725  A.D.,  it  is  dominated  by  a 
huge  sun  dial  known  as  the  "Prince  of  Dials”. 

At  the  first  glance,  Jantar  Mantar  appears  to  be  just  a  curious 
collection  of  structures  but,  in  fact,  each  construction  has  a  specific 
purpose,  such  as  measuring  the  position  of  stars,  altitudes  and 
azimuths,  or  calculating  eclipses.  Other  observatories  built  by  Jai 
Singh  are  at  Jaipur,  Varanasi  and  Ujjain.  The  fifth  one,  Mathura 
observatory,  has  now  disappeared. 

17.  Parliament  House 

One  of  the  most  impressive  buildings  in  the  heart  of  the  capital  is  the 
circular  colonnaded  building  which  houses  the  Indian  Parliament. 
Designed  by  Edwin  Lutyens  and  built  in  1927  A.D.  on  the  picturesque 
complex  near  the  Secretariat,  on  Parliament  Street,  the  Parliament 
House  (Sansad  Bhawan)  is  171  m  wide  in  diameter. 

The  outer  corridor  that  runs  all  around  the  magnificent  sandstone 
structure  is  enclosed  by  rounded  stone  pillars.  The  three-storeyed 
building  which  houses  the  Legislative  Council  comprises  both 
houses  of  Parliament. 

Inside,  the  interiors  are  well  laid  out.  There  is  a  large  Central  Hall 
which  is  surmounted  by  an  intricately  carved  dome  on  the  roof  top. 
The  three  large  halls  surrounding  the  Central  Hall  house  the  Lok 
Sabha,  the  Rajya  Sabha  and  the  Parliament  library.  The  space 
adjacent  to  these  halls  is  decorated  with  fountains  and  gardens  that 
add  to  the  grandeur  of  the  building. 

There  are  approximately  500  rooms  in  the  Parliament  House 
housing  the  Parliament  secretariat,  office  of  the  Prime  Minister, 
banks,  a  post-office,  railway  reservation  counters,  etc. 

The  National  Flag  flies  majestically  on  the  buildings  signifying 
the  glory  of  the  Indian  democracy  which  has  a  government  of  the 
people,  for  the  people  and  by  the  people. 

18.  Connaught  Place 

The  vast  shopping  centre,  the  Connaught  Place,  was  built  during  the 
British  Raj,  by  the  Viceroy,  to  cater  to  the  needs  of  the  sophisticated 
class.  It  is  named  after  the  visit  of  the  Duke  of  Connaught  to  India 
in  1921  A.D. 

The  circular  formation  of  buildings  in  white  and  the  rounded  pillars, 
enclosing  a  spacious  verandah,  was  conceived  by  Sir  Edwin 
Lutyens  in  keeping  with  the  architectural  harmony  of  Rashtrapati 
Bhawan  and  India  Gate.  The  elite  shopping  centre  comprised  six 
blocks  in  the  inner  circle  called  Connaught  Place  and  six  blocks 
in  the  outer  circle  known  as  Connaught  Circus.  Both  circles  have 
colonnaded  corridors. 

In  the  mid-twenties,  the  American  Express  block,  then  known  as 
Sujan  Singh  block,  was  constructed.  Consequently  in  1932  A.D., 
Scindia  House,  Janpath  and  the  Regal  building  (built  by  Sobha 
Singh)  came  up. 

The  lotus  shaped  fountain  at  the  centre,  constructed  in  the  sixties, 
adds  to  the  beauty  of  the  place.  The  underground  shopping  centre 
of  Palika  Bazar  and  the  basement  parking  lot  are  recent  attempts  at 
modernising  the  older  complex.  Flanking  the  approach  to  Connaught 
Place  from  Janpath  are  the  Eastern  and  Western  Courts  designed 
by  Robert  Tor  Russell,  a  dignified  pair  of  classical  buildings  with 
colonnaded  Tuscan  verandahs. 


19.  Gurudwara  Bangla  Sahib 

Built  on  a  sprawling  area  near  Gol  Dak  Khana,  Gurudwara  Bangla 
Sahib,  is  among  the  renowned  Sikh  places  of  worship  in  Delhi. 
The  stately  building  in  white  marble  presents  a  unique  blend  of 
Muslim  and  Indian  architectural  forms.  The  front  wall,  decorated 
with  balconied  projections,  have  several  surmounting  domes.  The 
central  dome  which  has  an  impressive  golden  covering,  makes 
the  Gurudwara  one  of  the  spectacular  monuments  in  the  Capital. 

History  records  that  the  17th  century  Gurudwara  was  once  the 
Bangla  of  Raja  Jaisingh  who  was  without  an  heir.  He  invited  Guru 
Harkrishan,  the  eighth  Guru  of  the  Sikhs  to  his  Bangla.  The  Guru 
visited  the  Raja  in  a  crucial  period  when  Delhi  was  under  the  grip  of 
an  epidemic  of  small  pox.  The  Guru  found  a  cure  for  the  disease  by 
digging  a  pool,  believed  to  have  been  the  source  of  sacred  waters 
that  can  cure  people  from  small  pox. 

The  sacred  amrit  sarovar  in  Bangla  Sahib  Gurudwara,  is,  till  this 
day,  known  for  its  magical  powers  in  curing  a  number  of  diseases 

20.  Hanuman  Mandir 

This  sacred  Hindu  temple  stands  alongside  the  Capital's 
buzzing  shopping  complex  of  Baba  Kharak  Singh  Marg.  Said 
to  have  been  built  in  the  Mughal  period,  during  the  reign  of 
Raja  Jai  Singh,  the  Hanuman  Mandir  has  its  interiors  made  of 
smooth  white  marble.  The  exteriors  were  renovated  in  the  year 
1964  A.D.  The  interior  walls  are  partly  covered  with  silver.  The 
other  idols  of  Rama,  Lakshmana  and  Sita  are  also  covered  with 
silver  ornamentation. 

The  awe-inspiring  idol  of  the  chief  God  Hanuman,  is  believed  to 
have  been  found  during  the  medieval  period.  The  surging  crowds 
that  pour  into  the  temple,  do  so  under  a  popular  religious  theory 
which  classifies  the  temple  as  a  Siddha  Peeth  (a  place  of  fulfillment 
of  wishes). 

Today,  a  whole  range  of  shops  surrounding  the  temple  have  marred 
its  original  architectural  beauty.  The  weekly  mela  held  at  the  temple 
complex,  every  Tuesday  of  the  week  attracts  large  crowds. 

21.  The  Baha’i  House  of  Worship 

The  lotus  shaped  'Mother  Temple'  of  the  Baha'is  in  South  Delhi  is 
a  unique  architectural  wonder  of  the  modem  times.  It  is  one  of  the 
seven  Baha'i  Houses  of  worship  in  the  World. 

The  magnificent  structure  which  looks  like  a  half  open  lotus  bud — 
the  symbol  of  worship,  creation,  beauty  and  purity — has  its  nine 
exterior  petals  in  glistening  white  marble.  The  nine  outer  leaves  form 
a  canopy  over  the  nine  wooden  panelled  entrances  to  the  temple. 
The  smooth  white  marble  flooring  inside  the  auditorium  creates  a 
beautiful  atmosphere  where  the  people  from  all  faiths  can  pray  in 
silence.  Around  the  temple  are  walkways  and  stairs  which  surround 
the  nine  pools,  representing  the  floating  leaves  of  the  lotus.  The 
pools  of  water  help  in  cooling  the  building. 

The  marble  quarried  from  Mt.  Pantilikon  mines  in  Greece  was  sent 
to  Italy  where  each  panel  was  computer  cut  to  the  requisite  size  and 
shaped  before  being  transported  to  Delhi. 

The  massive  project  built  over  a  period  of  10  years  was  designed 
and  built  by  Fariburz  Sahbha,  a  Baha’i  architect. 

22.  The  Cathedral  Church 

In  the  heart  of  the  Capital  is  the  imposing  structure  of  the  Cathedral 
Church  of  the  Redemption  which  has  a  63  year  old  history. 

The  idea  of  building  the  church  took  its  birth  when  Rev.  T.R.  Dixon 
came  to  serve  as  Chaplain  to  the  newly  proclaimed  capital  of  India. 
Architect  H.A.N.  Medd,  in  consultation  with  Sir  Edwin  Lutyens, 
the  man  who  masterminded  the  planning  of  the  city  of  New  Delhi, 
prepared  the  plan  for  the  church.  With  the  coming  of  Lord  Irwin  as 
Viceroy  the  construction  work  was  expedited  and  the  foundation 
was  laid  on  Feb  23,  1927,  by  the  Viceroy  himself.  The  Cathedral 
Church  of  the  Redemption  was  finally  opened  for  public  worship  on 
January  18,  1931. 

The  church  building  is  built  with  white  and  red  Dholpur  stone. 
The  porches  and  interiors  are  made  of  white  stone,  except  for 
the  arched  ceiling.  The  Parish  Hall  of  the  church  was  opened 
by  Sarvapalli  Radhakrishnan,  as  President  of  India,  on 
December  15,  1965. 
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1. 

hRtk  fa  ffaRT  iflT  7.20  fakir  faqi  cfaf?  fai}  c(iK|cj  fa  '?Tr%TRTTT  Tift  fa  fa  cl -I  I  far  fa?  'tisH  fa  d'ldl  fal  3Tf7f  Tpf 
elk  fat  Slcrlfa<  «MIV,  far  fTT  Tclfa  fat  fat  cTT'^TT  1500  fafa  fa  far fa  fa  fafat  TTfa  fTT  fa  fal  Tfa  Tfa  dJll  fal 
TJylcT:  ^  fafa  5fat  ?lclKl  fa  *Tsp  fa  tfaffacl  ffal  fal  Tfal  12fa)  TITTfat  fa  fafa  fa  ffafat  Tllfal  Tfat  faTI  fafafa  fa  faTfal  fafa  6 
^2  fafa  4  ffa  fa  fafaT  fafal^  fa  ^TT  fafa  fa?-  mRhIM  2^74^1?  ^Tlfal  fal 

^T^cl-^T-^IW  faffalfa  faff  fa^  ^fafafa,  ffafafa  fafaT  fa  faF  TT)f  faffa  73fa  t  fafafafa  fa  fa=(  1 1 96  3  ^  75^  ffafaft 

facrtTfa  %  $7HWl  TTlfaTit'  %  3HlsbHulT  fa  Trf^TTT  fafa  far  fl\  TllW  %  -t^Plfa  TIT  fafaT  fam-fat?TTT  fa  3FJ31  Tfafa  tl 
ffa  Tfafa  far  7TT3JQ  ffa7§k  fa}  falfat  fafalfa  dWT  faT  fafa  faTT  3  faTfal^  fat  I  TTffar  Tfafaffafafa  ^PcH^I  fa  TT} 

1210  fa  FTT  far  TRT  3rk  faf^T  fa'  «j||[dill  fak  faVlld  fakir  faTfal  fafa  FT  faTT  ffaTTR  RlTfaTl 

FTT  Tfafa  fart  Tfarffa  %  fafa'fa  fa  fafaFTTT  StfafaT  °4Usfal3Tf  fafa  TTFJfa  fafafaT  tl  Tfafa  far  TfaT  JJifacbldM  et®  fa  TTT  fafaT  t  ffaT  faF 
fafafa:  Rpnj*fafa  faT  fart  fafaT  fat  fat  faTfa  fa  4H4I4I  fafaT  faTI  FT  fa°fa  fafafa  far  fafafafal  fafaT  fatfafk  fafafa  fak  fa  TTfaT  3fafaTT  faT 
ffarfa  wh  faRj  far  Tifr-TK-tt  3Ti^rfa  tti 

^To  rr^"  facrl-dFH  Fl^Mdl  t  far  3R7  oqfad  fFf  cTW  tfa  ^7%  ft  STTfa  «U?1  t  tl  fa  37k  Hdci  fat  fa  371  fal 
1^51  3lo|^4(  Tjt  fa  'dlcfl  tl 


1.  The  Iron  Pillar 

The  7.20  m  high  Iron  Pillar,  in  the  Qutub  complex  is  not  quite  as  simple  as  it  looks.  Cast  from  iron  of  exceptional 
purity,  the  unique  pillar  has  not  shown  any  sign  of  rusting  in  roughly  1 500  years  of  its  existence.  The  Iron  Pillar 
originally  built  in  the  5th  century  A.D.  was  transported  from  Mathura  to  Delhi  in  the  12th  century  A.D.  The 
diameter  at  its  base  is  6  ft.  4  in.  and  tapers  to  2  ft.  4  in.  at  the  top. 

The  building  of  the  Quwwat-ul-lslam  mosque  in  the  courtyard  of  which  stands  the  famous  iron  pillar  is,  a 
wonderful  monument  to  the  scientific  knowledge  and  skill  of  Hindu  craftsmen.  It  was  commenced  by  the  first 
Delhi  Sultan  Mohd.  Ghori  in  about  1196  A.D.;  the  arches  seen  in  front  of  the  Iron  Pillar  containing  the  pulpit 
were  added  by  his  successor  Qutub-ud-Din  about  ten  years  later.  Iltutmish  who  succeeded  in  1210  A.D. ,  began 
to  enlarge  the  mosque  by  extending  the  sanctuary  with  screens  in  north  and  south  and  by  adding  a  great 
quadrangle  which  should  have  enclosed  the  original  building. 

History  offers  several  interpretations  to  the  origin  of  the  Iron  Pillar.  A  Gupta  inscription  on  the  pillar  records 
that  it  was  originally  a  Vishnudhwaja  set  up  in  memory  of  King  Chandra.  The  flat,  square,  towering  end  of 
the  majestic  pillar  bears  a  hole  indicating  that  an  image  of  Garuda  (The  mount  of  Vishnu)  originally  decorated 
the  tower. 

Interestingly,  there  goes  a  belief  that  if  one  secretly  wishes  for  something  after  encircling  his  arms,  around 
the  pillar  (with  his  back  to  the  pillar)  his  wish  will  be  fulfilled. 
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2.  <f?!«r  TOTOtT 

’tot  TOT  qRg,  fTOTO  rrtt  TOT  TOTO  <shrRTOt  TO  ^q  TOTrr  TOT  rtf  ti  to  qrq  TO  TOr^  TOTO  rTO  t  fTO  q? 
’TOT  TO  RRRTjTO  TRrTOT  TO  TO  Rqr  f|  72.5  TOTO  TOTO  Rf  TOTf#  TpTOT  MR^d  TR  TO  TOTOf,  RTRT  TORT'  TO 
WM  TO  RfftcT  tl  TORT  RT  TRTT  RfTOnR  13.75  TOTO  t  TOT  TOTO  RT  WRR  2.75  TOTO  TF  RTTRT  tl 
TO  TO  TOTRR  To  TOTO  to4  12TOf  wTO  TO  TOR  f  3TT  RT  qq  TO  ^Rjq  RfTO  TOTOTRT  TO  fTOqR 

fTOn  RTI  TOR  ^kTR-R^-TO  TOT  TJRJ  RRRTR  TO%  RTRTR  TO  TORTfTORt  TO^fTOT  TO  fTO  TOTO  rTO  TO 
TO  TOTORTT  RTI  TOT  TO  3TRT  TO  TO  TORT  ^  TOT  TO  TTqTO  TOT  TOTRR  TOT  TOTr  TORRcT:  TTRTO  TO  tjs^TOr 
hhm  TO  3TORT  TO  TO  Rm,  Troro  tortt  rti  >jci«i  toto  tot  toT  TO— trr  TO  tor  TO:  TOr’JRT  tot  TOTto  TOi 
tor  TO  ■gr^q  TOTrr  TO  tor  TOTOTO  TO  fTOg  rrt  toTOT  rtto  TOfTO  t  fTOTO'  rtotT  TOr  tort  r?*r  TO  rrt  TOt  TO 
tort  rtor  TO  TOrrtrt  TO  qTO  ti  qrsr  TO  toto  TO  RrorqTO  toTOT  TO  ?rTOT  tot  TOfTO  3rtr  fTOTO  TOT  TO  i  TO 
trfr  toTOT  rrr  #t  TOfTOf  fRTO-fRTO  3RqTR-RqTR  TO  ti  TOTO  TOTO  TO  TFf  1368  TO  TOrTOtf  TO  RTRT  TO 
TOrrr  TO  TO  TO,  rTO  rrTO  TO  TOTO!  TOTO  TO  rTOT  TO  fqRqq  rr  TOrrrr  TO  rtrt  r?*r  TO  qnqiqi  rti 


2.  Qutub  Minar 

The  Qutub  Minar  is  an  outstanding  landmark  in  India’s  architectural  achievements.  Undoubtedly, 
it  is  one  of  the  most  impressive  monuments  in  the  country.  Dominating  the  skyline  at  a  height 
of  72.5  m,  this  elegantly  circular,  sandstone  structure  has  a  base  of  1 3.75  m  diameter  which  tapers 
to  a  mere  2.75  m  at  the  apex. 

The  origin  of  the  imposing  Minar  can  be  traced  to  the  end  of  the  1 2th  century  when  Qutub-ud-Din 
conceived  it  as  a  part  of  the  Qutub  Mosque  scheme.  However,  it  was  eventually  completed  by  his 
son-in-law  and  successor  lltutmish.  The  highest  stone  tower  in  India  till  today,  the  Qutub  Minar  also 
served  as  the  Minar  of  the  mosque  from  where  the  Muezzin  made  his  daily  call  to  the  worshippers 
to  come  to  pray.  The  word,  ‘Qutub’  signifies  a  pole,  the  very  pivot  of  justice  and  sovereignty. 

As  originally  completed  the  Qutub  comprised  four  storeys  but  today  it  has  five  storeys,  the  first 
three  in  red  sandstone  and  others  in  marble  and  sandstone,  with  each  storey  clearly  distinguishable 
from  outside  by  decorative  balconies.  The  first  three  storeys  are  each  designed  on  a  different  plan. 
The  fourth  storey  is  simply  round.  The  uppermost  storey  which  was  damaged  in  1368  A.D.  during 
Firoz  Shah’s  reign,  was  replaced  by  him  by  two  storeys  made  of  marble  and  sandstone. 
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3.  3Trnf  RWHT,  M  p  4-l  J 

R5  TH,  1305  4  f44cl  |H1T  81T  TRTT  RF  3HHH  cf4  4  4  444  4fHT  fed 41  4?  4  TF4  Rl4t 

3Htt-^\-44  fed 41  4  sRRf  41  41  44ht  ^h4  4,  ^r4  3h4f  444^  fan  «rn  fen41  ht  1296  4  f441 
4  ifiiel  d<sd  ft  4ht  «tti 

HTH  F?*Rf  TIT  TF  <R4MI  ^m-^T-^lrdlM  RffeK  4  44F  41  FW  4  f4?T  TR4  %  4h;  «H=II4I  FTT  *TTI  4feFT 
4  tf  i  444  t  fey 41  ei^4  4k  4fe4  3rr  4  35  ^  t  44  ttft  4  55  ^jh  ti  444'  41  h44t  4 
4m4  47  "jz  ct*tt  4te4  1 1  ^  ti 

444'  ^tt41  ftt  fIthf  tf  tf  wl  fttrit  f4?41  *5:  wf441'  %  4th  4ft  ttt  $rf4rrcn  fan  ti  in 
yfeiSK  ^1  ttf  444r  ttst  41 1 41  hwt  16.75  4fcr  h4t  t  twt  ftrft  4^  trtrf  18.28  41st  4ht  ti  fh41 
FR  f4?n  4  rkt  4  ^  yfei^K  t  ferr4  44  tth  hth4k  tr*i4  41  feFl44  ft  f4141  ti  ftt  tttr  ttt  ft 
yfeiSk  ftt  4h41  thT  4  7|hft  t  f«tt  ^r41  m  >pkit>k  ti  hth  f?*r  4  4  ftrt4  rrt  4  sphT  mt  4 
44  ff4  4trW  t  f4n4  FTdinl  «nwi  ^4  trtttj  ttt  tf44t  14tt  ht  tl 


3.  Alai  Darwaza,  Qutub  Complex 

Built  around  1305  A.D.  the  Alai-Darwaza  was  undertaken  as  part  of  the  building  project  of 
Alaud-Din-Khalji — the  third  in  line  in  the  dynasty  of  Afghan  Turks  from  the  village  of  Khalji — who 
ascended  the  throne  of  Delhi  in  1296  A.D.  The  sandstone  gateway  was  erected  to  serve  as  the 
southern  entrance  to  the  Quwwat-ul-lslam  mosque.  The  planning  of  the  gateway  is  a  square 
measuring  35  feet  internally  and  55  feet  externally.  The  height  of  the  walls  is  47  feet  from  the  floor  to 
the  ceiling  having  a  thickness  of  11  feet. 

The  stately  entrance  to  the  courtyard  of  the  age-old  mosque  has  suffered  little  damage  in  the  last 
six  centuries.  The  gatehouse  has  a  main  central  hall — a  cubical  structure  of  16.76  m  side  with  a 
18.28  m  high  dome.  In  the  middle  of  each  side  is  a  doorway  flanked  by  a  perforated  stone  window. 
Each  doorway  opens  into  a  single  inner  room  with  a  domed  ceiling.  The  distinctive  surface  design 
and  the  original  conception  of  the  dome  of  the  Alai  Darwaza  (gateway  of  Alaud-Din)  are  its  unique 
features. 

The  sandstone  gateway  is  the  first  building  of  its  kind  to  be  found  in  India  employing  Islamic  principles 
of  construction  and  ornamentation. 


efeh flich  4trt  Ttg  uf^T^T  4=5 


Centre  for  Cultural  Resources  and  Training 


Architecture  of  Delhi 


4.  t^TTTT-^-^T  HMHch  HcMJI 

"Rra-^-TRl  cjJi<rl=h  Wt?  qllel  cj^r  *TT  cT«TT  TFf  1321  ^  ^PFl  Racial  '3T1  %  RT 

TTsm^t  w#  «fti  =r?  cii^k  *it  *ni  wt  f^c#  3  w t 

*ftl  smt  cT«n  13  TTTIRf  oflcTT  ^  R^*k  TTR-^M+NK,  Rr#  ^T  #HT1 

?IS<  ^111  TJ^i  cKS  Tf  TfF  Rtxrll  ' <4 1 tl -'3^- "Oi  T>t  <-cMlc*l'+>  ^iRkrT  T>1  ydlai  Til 

TT  srerMr  frrt  %  Tfsnfl  ■g®?  y^isK  iww  ttrt  Tm  3  tr  Rra-3^-Tfa 
tit  ii=h«ui  ti  jq  ttr}  grf  w  ^t^rti  tii  ^nf  Tt  tr-tr  y'wwi 

RT  S^JHId  ?TT  R^jhl  RTTp  Tit  frfw  «RT  ^cTT  't'l 

TT^T  TFTWR  %  TT  qTTRT  T?*R  git  Rpst  3Tfre  TTR}  %  ^kr  Til  R?M  tl 

geld:  TIT  H=b«Kl  TTf  %  hmI  3-f  Ri^llel  dlell®!  %  TtT  <MHl<Ml  TR  TT  cTTT  TTi 

■JeT  %  'dRg  d/idRlR'q  Tt  41  Si  RR  Rl  RTT  ^T  gel  %  Tfa  ^  ■Jc]si-<wi4  ■ms-* 
Rl#  tl 


4.  Tomb  of  Ghiyas-ud-Din  Tughlaq 

Ghiyas-ud-DIn  Tughlaq  Shah,  was  a  Turk  nobleman  who  succeeded  the 
Khaljis  in  1 321  A.D.  The  ruler  of  the  Tughlaq  dynasty,  a  keen  architect,  he  added 
a  new  capital  city  in  Delhi.  The  fortified  town  of  Tughlaqabad,  with  high 
bastions  and  13  gateways,  the  third  city  of  Delhi,  was  the  creative  genius  of 
Ghiyas-ud-Din  Tughlaq. 

Across  the  main  entrance  to  the  south  of  the  octagonal  fort  is  the  red  sandstone 
tomb  of  Ghiyas-ud-Din  himself.  The  most  striking  part  of  its  composition  is 
the  determined  slope  of  the  outer  walls,  as  these  are  inclined  at  an  angle  of 
seventy-five  degrees,  suggesting  the  converging  sides  of  a  pyramid.  Its  square 
base  is  sixty-one  feet  wide  and  the  entire  height  of  the  structure,  including  its 
sandstone  finial,  is  over  eighty  feet.  A  restrained  use  of  marble  on  the  walls  of 
the  self-built  tomb  gives  this  fortress  like  structure  a  distinguished  look. 

A  white  marble  dome  with  a  circular  sandstone  marks  the  crowning  glory 
of  this  exquisite  tomb.  Originally,  the  tomb  was  built  within  a  vast  artificial 
reservoir  of  rain  water  and  was  also  connected  to  Tughlaqabad  by  a  cause¬ 
way.  The  Qutub-Badarpur  road  now  runs  through  the  cause-way. 
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5.  cfiliHI 

FlS'-Hq  f^R  if'ldq  %  ^rTTrfWRt  fTTT^  W  3  TFf  1354  3  qgqT  q# 

%  Tift#  fqq#  m  f#qft  qq  •qf^cTT  qaqqqfq  qilT  fWMNK  4H4I4I  *qi 

qqqj  %  qfq  3qiqr  ^RWIT  qT#  ^  W  %  HHId?#  qfsrq  #'  #31  73TO 

#  #qiT  3iR  qff  ##TT#  'qH#  cl«TT  gsf  3  qgqT  %  f^FTK  qqt  f|  gqqq 
3fq#q  qgqT  %  fqrqrt  qq  fwr  gr^-TT-fqqTq  qj  fqrqq  w  qq  qwqi  ti 
T§qq  qft  qq-  qqw  Id^hdi  #n  g=f  qfart  qrars#  %  qrrqi  qqfqr  q?*R  qq 
qrfqm  fqqq  qqt  ^i4>k  qe&iqq  qq'q  t,  f^  qmtqi  w*r  %  qm  #  qnqr 
qror  ti  fq#3iw  aq#  TTfci  qff  #'qr  tg  ^  afqrqn  #  #qq  aqqT  sqi 
q?  aqqfqt  qq  ^qq  qqq  t  qsq  fqqft  qrqif  13.1  qter  #  1  fqt#  qft  fqqnqr 
nlal  <0cn^  q#-q^  q?qtt  qft  qi^  #  qfte  qq  «hi^  q^  #  qsq  <^<^0  qiq# 
qtt  fqqrqi  «mH  %  forq  qqnqr  fqrqT  qqr  «q  qi  miIVi^i  fqrq  qg  q?«K  qft 
w  qqff  qf  #1 


5.  Firoz  Shah  Kotla 

Firoz  Shah  Tughlaq,  who  succeeded  Mohammad-bin-Tughlaq 
constructed  the  fifth  medieval  city  of  Delhi  called  Firozabad  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  river  Yamuna  in  1 354  A.D. 

The  principal  ruins  of  this  once  populous  city  extended  from 
Hauz  Khas  in  the  south,  to  the  ridge  in  the  north  and  the  river 
Yamuna  in  the  east.  One  of  the  principal  ruins  of  this  period  is 
the  Kushik-I-Firoz  or  palace  of  Firoz  on  the  banks  of  river  Yamuna. 
The  most  distinctive  feature  of  this  palace  is  a  monolithic  tapering 
column  of  polished  sandstone  from  the  3rd  century  B.C.  This 
structure  known  as  the  Ashoka  Column  was  brought  by  Firoz  Shah 
from  Ambala  to  grace  his  newly  built  palace.  It  is  the  second  column 
of  Ashoka  measuring  13.1  m  in  height. 

The  massive  thick  walls  of  the  fort  were  built  with  closely  packed 
blocks  of  stones  joint  together  with  mortar,  the  rough  walls  were 
coated  with  plaster  or  covered  by  a  layer  of  polished  stone  to  give  its 
wall  a  smooth  finish. 
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6.  ^  Rp^(  ^fRf  sfFT 

■sfrnt'  3ft;  mW  rr  w  3  rrrt  Rt  r=f  trtr  3iir>4ui  r)rt  ti  f%rft  wr  rt  rtr 

TRlfRR  R?Rt  RR  R*}  t  fRT  RR  WI  %  RgTR  Rt)  RRFTT  RRRTI  SWIR)  RTf^cR  %  RR  ttr  ttr 
'{I'll  tf  fit  Rl'l)  R>t  RRIRT  R>t  MtlrTI  TeT)  1?  sffT  3l<*n  ?pHT  Wf  %  RFT  %  RTR  sldl  TFt  i?l 
^5t  Pclfd'I^H  RT#T  %  RTR  ^  Rt  RFRft  Rft  RT^  RTtRt  RFT  it'-RT^WTR  W  T^RR^  RR 
RR>Rfl,  RRT  ^pTR,  ?ft?T  fpTR  rT*TT  tRRRR  W?  #0  RR  RRTRR-^  RR  T^WtIrt^T  RFcR  % 
RTO  fRRR  tl 

15Rt  RTRRRt  %  3RT  tf  feRT  FTtRt  %  VlIRHRRd  t  fRfffcT  RftRR  ft^-^RRTRt  RTRJRTRTT  % 
PRRRR  t  RRcRTjnf  TRTR  Wt  tl  cpS  RRTRTf  %  RTR  RRt  RftRRf  t  RRT  ^pR  RR^  RRpRRT 
tl  RR  RRtRT  RHIRR  RRt  %  fRP  Rfcng;  t  R)  RTRT  f  RTR  tt  fRRRFT  tl  TTfT  RR  f  RctfRT 
^TRR  Rt  STTRRf  R  ?RRTt  ttRlt  Rt  RRTRT  RRT  tl  R|RTJRT  RT  RTct  R?«R  RTf  RRRtR  RftRR 
Rt  PRT  RlcR'ft  fRRfRRT  tl 

RRT  fRRTR  3RRTR  Rt  R1R  TfRt-^ttRt  %Rf  tRRRTt  RR  RRTR  t,  RftRR  f  RRtRRT  RR  RRftRT 
RRcft  tl 


6.  Bara  Gumbad,  Lodi  Garden 

Islamic  gardens  and  courtyards  have  a  special  charm  and  attraction  of  their  own. 
The  establishment  of  a  garden  meant  an  opportunity  to  reveal  the  essence  of  a  site. 
In  Islamic  literature,  both  in  poetry  and  prose,  the  garden  is  lavishly  praised  and 
compared  to  the  garden  of  Paradise. 

In  the  Lodi  Gardens,  also  known  as  Lady  Wellington  Park,  there  are  four  buildings 
of  historical  importance.  The  tomb  of  Mohammad  Shah  Saiyyed,  Bara  Gumbad, 
Shish  Gumbad  and  the  tomb  of  Sikandar  Lodi. 

Built  towards  the  close  of  the  15th  century  A.D.  during  the  reign  of  Sikandar 
Lodi,  the  mosque  occupies  a  significant  place  in  the  development  of  Indo-lslamic 
architecture.  Bara  Gumbad  is  the  earliest  among  mosque  building  attached  to 
some  of  the  tombs.  (It  has  the  distinction  of  possessing  the  finest  plaster  work  that 
survives  in  India  today).  On  the  outer  walls  of  the  prayer  hall,  we  can  see  elaborate 
scrolls,  decorations  and  inscriptions  in  Arabic.  Beautiful  coloured  tile  work  is  one  of 
the  notable  features  of  the  mosque.  Five  wide  open  arches  with  a  flat  top  add  an 
innovative  touch  to  the  mosque. 
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7.  '-Hid  Icbcrl  '3TT  c? 

FTT  FTO  Ft  FHMFd  W  3FFF  fT«rfF  F  tl  TJTiF  feci  FTT  FF  Ffe# 
FTFTFT  FFT  y=hK  F  ydd  cHT^bdl  F>T  T[F^  FTFFT  y*Hlul  Fl  FT!  ^TFlF  % 
Fife'  TIFF  FlFFf  ^JFF  Ft  few  ^HIcKK  FfaF  tl  FTFfet  Ft  FtSTMFK  ^T 
%  Ftfe  W  Filci  F  did  FcFT F  FFt  Ft  T5FfTFF  tl 
FF  FTFT  FTFT  t  fe  ^TlF  feF  fF  FFTF,  fFT^t  FtJFT  fet  Ft  fefet  FT  FTFT 
FFF1FT  FI  Ft  Ffe  FFTF  %  FTF  F  FTFT  FFTI  FTelffe  ftTFTTF  Tjft  F  fFT^  FTt 
FTlfeF  FTT  TTT  1538  F  1545  dF>  %  3TFF  FTTTR  FTTcF  F  FTT  feci  fF  tJTT 
FTTFTFT  FT  cifeH  fFF^  F  Pm  fF  TT^  1555  F  Fid  Pddl  FTI 
FTFfe  Ft  Ffet  FfelF  FT  FfeM  FTf*fe  Ft  Ft  TfeF  3TF|rfFFT  FF  FFTfelF 

fftF  t  fe  fffF  Ftftt  fF  ftttj  flFl  F  PhFI  ttFt  Ffffe  §hi^  Ft 
F4FT  Ft  TTFt  FFff  fF  ^  TfecFFT  FTTTFt  ft#  Ft  tl 


7.  Purana  Quila  Gate 

In  a  sad  state  of  ruins  today,  this  southern  entrance  to  the  Purana 
Quila  bears  evidence  to  the  elegant  architectural  style  of  the 
Mughals.  The  gate  is  flanked  by  the  remains  of  two  huge  circular 
towers  with  window  openings.  The  arched  roof  of  the  gate  is 
covered  by  an  open  pedestal  with  two  chhatris  on  either  side,  made 
of  black  and  red  stone.  Humayun  is  believed  to  have  rebuilt  the 
city  at  the  present  site  of  the  Purana  Quila,  which  came  to  be 
known  as  Din  Panah.  Later,  Sher  Shah  Suri  who  defeated 
Humayun,  completed  the  fort  during  his  rule  from  1538-1545  A.D., 
before  Humayun  once  again  regained  his  throne  in  1555  A.D. 

The  two  white  elephant  sculptures  engraved  on  the  high  gate 
walls  may  have  been  inspired  by  Hindu  architectural  styles,  though 
buildings  of  Humayun’s  period  are  basically  Persian  in  concept. 


eiFjilFch  Ffe  FF  FfFSFF  Centre  for  Cultural  Resources  and  Training 


msssi] 

'I-  .5 

. |  W 

fcc'tnl  cti^chdi 

Architecture  of  Delhi 


8.  7fT  HSd 

to  sr^fWik  ?r«Tr  tor  tojtt  w  3  tot  to  fro#  ftro  Tj^  trot  %  TOt  mro  toto!  %  tor 

ftTO  il  TOTO  3  ^TOT  TOTeT  %  ^TH  TTR  RlTO  TOTO  ^TTF  ^  ^  «IH^I*M1  «TTI  ^  TO  WH 
tWt  TO  TJR  TOT  T^R*T  TOT  TOT  II 

^TOlt?  Tjft  I  TOTOT;  TOTOdl  TOKl  I  fTO(  ^  TOTFt  %  TO  'jal  frot  %  TOR  fH  TRTRT  TO  TOTOTT 
«ni  TtTW  %  TOT  M  %  TOTO  I  |?T  I  TOTOt  TRTOTt  sfk  TOTRTfTOT  TJTO  fTO  «TTI  TOTTO  TOTOT  3^ 

rtotI  rviIhO  tr  ^rl  frot  I  fro  am 

TOf  tW  TOTO  fTOId  I  cT«TT  TOT  TO«R  I  ftfiffr  #T  Rl  <Rc|mT  gff  TT^R  TOTORR  %  TORT 
TO*f  cT*TT  TOfa  TOTTf'  %  ■HHdd  RTOgf  3  TTTOT  TOT  1 1  TO  <R=Im7  TOl  fTOTTTO  I  TOT  tTOW  cfft  TOTOTO 
TOrTTORT  $efl  TOf  'RJTOSTTcT  TOll  TO  TOT  TOd  TOl  TRTTOT  cfodl  %  fTOTRT  TOf  T3/R  Rf^Ndl  aftl 

^TT  fTORRT  fTOTT  TOT  I  RK  I  |RTr£  I  RR  RTOT  TO  RcfT  'JTOTOoTO  %  TOT  I  fTOTT  «TT1 

ifTORT  I  TO  It  rNcT  I  fir  TOT  TOTOcT  TOt  rtHtotoV  I  fTORTTO  fTO£  RTt  ijc^  It  T\t  «ll 


8.  Sher  Mandal 

The  octagonal  red  sandstone  tower  of  Sher  Mandal  stands  at  the  entrance  of  the  southern 
part  of  the  famous  Purana  Quila  in  New  Delhi.  Built  by  Sher  Shah,  one  of  the  most  able  rulers 
of  India  during  the  Mughal  period,  the  location  of  Purana  Quila  is  supposed  to  be  the  site  of 
Indraprastha — the  original  city  of  Delhi. 

Sher  Shah  built  part  of  the  old  fort  in  the  16th  century  A. D.  after  defeating  Humayun.  During  Sher 
Shah’s  five  year  reign,  there  was  much  improvement  in  the  Government  and  administrative 
system  of  the  country.  His  residence,  treasury  and  seat  of  government  were  all  located  in  the 
Purana  Quila. 

The  fort  has  massive  walls  and  three  large  sandstone  gateways  decorated  with  white  marble 
inlay  and  coloured  tiles.  The  design  of  these  gateways  formed  the  beginning  of  a  more  artistic 
ornamental  type  of  building  construction — an  important  architectural  development  of  the 
times. 

The  Sher  Mandal  is  later  believed  to  have  been  used  by  Humayun  as  his  library.  History  also 
records  that  the  Mughal  king  fell  to  his  death  from  the  stairs  of  this  very  building. 
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9.  Humayun’s  Tomb 

Humayun  was  the  second  Mughal  Emperor  to  rule  India  in  the  16th  century  A. D.  The  lofty  tomb 
of  Humayun  you  see  in  the  picture  was  built  by  Bega  Begam,  Humayun’s  widow,  (popularly 
known  as  Haji  Begum),  eight  years  after  his  death. 

Standing  on  the  capital’s  famous  Mathura  road,  the  Humayun’s  Tomb  offers  the  first  indications 
of  the  development  of  the  art  of  stone  inlay  which  culminated  nearly  a  century  later  in  the 
exquisite  decorations  of  the  Taj  Mahal  at  Agra. 

The  lofty  mausoleum  is  located  at  the  centre  of  the  enclosure.  It  rises  from  a  podium  faced  by 
a  series  of  arched  openings.  The  central  octagonal  chamber  houses  the  cenotaph  (false  tomb) 
and  is  encompassed  by  chambers  and  arched  lobbies  with  perforated  screens.  Each  side 
of  the  chamber  is  dominated  by  three  arches,  the  central  one  being  the  highest.  This  plan  is 
repeated  on  the  second  storey.  For  the  first  time,  double  domes  appear  in  Indian  architecture, 
the  inner  shell  forming  the  vaulted  ceiling  to  the  tomb  chambers  and  the  outer  shell  creating  a 
majestic  external  impact. 
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10.  Lahori  Darwaza 

The  famous  Red  Fort  in  Delhi  is  an  imposing  red  sandstone  structure  built  by  Shahjahan  in  1648  A.D.  It 
has  a  magnificent  entrance  known  as  the  Lahori  Gate,  which  you  see  in  the  picture.  This  gate  is  believed 
to  be  facing  the  city  of  Lahore,  now  in  Pakistan. 

The  Lahori  Darwaza  was  situated  at  a  point  from  where  Emperor  Shahjahan  could  get  a  full  view  of  the 
famous  bazar  of  Chandni  Chowk,  even  as  he  sat  on  his  throne  at  the  Diwan-i-Am.  However,  Aurangzeb 
blocked  the  gate  with  a  wall  and  made  another  gate  on  its  right  side.  The  Lahori  Gate  leads  to  a  roofed 
passage  with  an  arcaded  shopping  centre  on  either  side  called  Meena  Bazar.  This  was  once  the  shopping 
centre  for  the  women  of  the  royal  household. 

The  Lahori  Darwaza  has  been  tastefully  designed.  The  chhatris  on  the  superstructure  are  very  impressive. 
Its  ornamentation  which  is  largely  structural  is  extremely  pleasing.  The  ramparts  above  the  Lahori  Gate 
are  now  used  for  the  flag  hoisting  ceremony  on  Independence  Day,  every  year. 

Besides  the  main  Lahori  Gate,  the  fort  has  another  imposing,  three-storeyed  gateway  called  the  Delhi 
Gate.  Flanked  by  semi-octagonal  towers  consisting  of  several  apartments,  the  Delhi  Gate  has  two 
elephant  statues  on  the  outside. 
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11.  Diwan-i-Am 

Diwan-i-Am  is  said  to  have  been  utilised  as  the  ‘hall  of  public  audiences’,  by 
Emperor  Shahjahan,  to  hear  complaints  and  disputes  of  his  subjects.  Diwan-i-Am 
is  known  for  its  intricate  carvings.  It  is  built  on  a  raised  plinth  and  is  open  on  three 
sides. 

The  Emperor’s  throne  is  placed  at  the  raised  recess  of  the  back  wall.  The  throne 
platform  is  marble  panelled  which  was  engraved  with  precious  stones.  In  1739 
A.D.,  these  precious  stones  were  removed  by  Nadir  Shah  and  later  rulers.  Lord 
Curzon,  however,  is  said  to  have  restored  back  much  of  its  grandeur.  The  hall  has 
a  flat  roof  raised  on  sandstone  arches.  Under  the  marble  canopy  on  the  rear  side 
stood  the  Emperor’s  throne  from  where  he  received  the  general  public. 

The  walls  of  the  canopied  hall  are  panelled  with  multicoloured  stone  inlay  work 
depicting  flowers  and  birds.  On  the  ceiling  of  the  central  panel  can  be  seen  the 
figure  of  the  Greek  God  Orpheus  with  his  flute.  Till  this  day,  the  Diwan-i-Am  bears 
standing  testimony  to  the  rich  blend  of  Mughal  and  Hindu  architecture  in  India. 
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12.  Diwan-i-Khas 

The  luxurious  royal  chamber  where  Emperor  Shahjahan  gave  private  audience  to  a  selected  set  of 
courtiers  and  visitors,  at  the  Red  Fort  is  well-known  as  Diwan-i-Khas. 

The  hall  is  exclusive  and  stands  out  of  all  the  pavilions  in  the  palace.  The  large  rectangular  hall 
measures  27.4  m  by  20.4  m  and  is  built  entirely  of  white  marble.  It  has  elegant  open  arches  on 
three  sides.  The  fourth  side  has  window  openings  in  between  jali  wall  panels.  There  is  also  a 
central  chamber  surrounded  by  aisles  of  arches  rising  from  piers.  The  lower  parts  of  the  piers  are 
inlaid  with  floral  designs  while  the  upper  portions  are  gilded  and  painted.  Four  pillared  chhatris 
decorate  the  ceiling  of  the  Diwan-i-Khas. 

The  hall  was  renowned  for  the  magnificent  Peacock  throne  which  stood  over  the  marble  pedestal 
at  the  centre.  The  throne  made  of  solid  gold  was  engraved  with  peacock  figurines  shimmering  with 
countless  precious  stones.  In  between  the  peacock  figures  was  a  parrot  carved  out  of  a  single 
emerald.  The  stone  studded  master-piece  was,  however,  removed  to  Iran  by  Nadir  Shah  in  1739 
A.D.  The  royal  palace  also  had  the  Nahir-i-Bihist — flowing  through  the  central  parts. 
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13.  Jama  Masjid 

The  largest  mosque  in  India,  Jama  Masjid  was  the  last  of  the  buildings  constructed  by  Emperor  Shahjahan  in 
the  mid  16th  century  A. D.  Built  in  a  course  of  six  years,  by  about  5,000  workmen,  this  ancient  place  of  worship 
has  a  vast  courtyard  of  400  sq.  m.  which  is  reached  by  a  flight  of  stairs.  The  gallery  within  the  east  gateway  was 
once  reserved  for  royalty.  Below,  the  square  sandstone  slabs  were  meant  for  the  commoners.  The  courtyard  in 
the  mosque  is  enclosed  by  pillared  corridors  with  domed  pavillions  at  the  corner.  The  rectangular  prayer-hall  on 
the  west  measures  6.1  m  by  27.5  m,  enclosed  by  11  engraved  arches.  Inscriptional  panels  in  white  and  black 
marble  run  above  the  arches. 

The  two  minars  at  the  corners  of  the  facade  are  130  feet  high. 

The  hall  is  surmounted  by  three  shapely  domes  decorated  with  alternate  stripes  of  black  and  white  marble — a 
new  feature  of  Shahjahan's  architecture.  Mass  prayers  are  held  here  on  Muslim  religious  occasions. 
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14.  Rashtrapati  Bhawan 

Rashtrapati  Bhawan  is  the  official  residence  of  the  President  of  India.  It  was  designed  by  the  two 
famous  British  architects,  Edwin  Lutyens  and  Herbert  Baker.  This  impressive  building  is  known  for 
its  imposing  size  and  aesthetic  use  of  330  acres  of  land.  It  is  essentially  built  in  neo-Roman  style 
but  incorporates  Indian  elements  like  Buddhist  railings,  Islamic  pavilions  and  Hindu  brackets.  Built 
on  the  Raisina  Hill,  the  Bhawan  was  first  occupied  in  1929  A. D. 

The  Rashtrapati  Bhawan  can  be  entered  from  the  east  gate  by  a  wide  flight  of  steps  leading  to  the 
portico.  The  magnificent  Darbar  Hall  has  a  spectacular  dome,  the  replica  of  a  Buddhist  stupa.  It 
has  stately  courts  and  spacious  state  rooms.  The  Darbar  Hall  and  the  Ashoka  Hall  have  been  the 
venues  of  many  assemblies  and  ceremonies  of  national  and  international  significance.  The  entire 
complex  contains  340  rooms. 

Outside  the  Rashtrapati  Bhawan  gates,  stands  the  famous  Jaipur  column— a  stone  pillar  installed 
by  Maharaja  of  Jaipur.  The  famous  Mughal  Garden  in  the  premises  of  the  Rashtrapati  Bhawan  is 
known  for  its  collection  of  unique  flowers,  plants  and  trees. 
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^T  HIH#  HI  H#  ITtfeHT  ZRR  W\  HHT  HT#  tl  fHRTt  7PRT  A  #  Hilzlillkl  3lfl  3TPJRJHit  % 
f#f  %  f#i;  T#HTHT  f#HT  HTH1  HTI  HIHJ  3TH  fH  Atfenf  Hit  HTTP  STTHpTHt  %  H#  #  f#r 
HH  HR  fHHT  HHT  'tl 

fTT  HIHTHf  %  #H  f  v,H>  3PR  HHTH  ^IRi  "HIT  Ilff  t  #7  fTT%  #Hf-HfH  s<rzl  H^^HT  % 
HHRt  ft#  A  TRT  tHPk  ITHT  t  #  %  SPTI  HH#  #  HTH  Rdldl  tl 


15.  India  Gate 

From  the  Secretariat  complex,  one  can  see  the  tall  arched  monument  of  the  India 
Gate.  This  42  m  high  buff  coloured  stone  structure  is  the  All  India  War  Memorial, 
popularly  known  as  India  Gate.  It  is  raised  in  the  memory  of  70,000  soldiers  of  the 
Indian  army  who  died  in  World  War  I.  The  Duke  of  Connaught  laid  the  foundation 
stone  of  the  archway  on  February  10,  1921. 

The  names  of  the  martyrs  are  inscribed  on  the  stones  of  the  arched  gateway  for  the 
entire  world  to  see  and  remember  the  noble  souls  who  laid  down  their  lives  so  that 
others  may  live. 

The  gateway  has  a  flight  of  stairs  that  leads  up  to  the  roof  top.  It  was  once  used 
as  the  vantage  point  by  visitors  and  photographers.  Of  late,  however,  the  steps  are 
closed  to  the  public. 

At  the  centre  of  the  open  gateway,  burns  the  eternal  flame  of  ‘Amar  Jawan  Jyoti’. 
An  inverted  rifle  with  a  helmet  placed  on  the  butt,  symbolising  a  memorial  to  the 
impartial  soldier,  stands  under  the  arch. 


TftH  HH  -!Tf#PJT 
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16.  MT-MT 

■hM  RFf  W  'fHk  WtH  Wf  Wfa  RtW  RT  W  XR  f^TcT  1?  — H5KMI  RRT  fM 
fete  Wf  MmTFTT,  WM  tJHTW  37TRT  fWj;  3tM  fWM  MW  Mcf  tl  TRT  MM 

Mk  Wt  MWtirr  W  W%  trtt  Mt  sfe  W  fW  MW  ftr  Wht  W  MW  W 
Mt  3M  MW  W  MW  3  Wn  «tt  WW  3  MW  W-iwtW  %  M  W  st^fr  tr 
Ml  TTf  1725  3  TR  3wFfT  RTT  MW  f 3TT  RT  M  ^R  WmFTT  TR  RRTR  SllMw 
WFT  7£f  M  t,  fM  * *JR  MW  W  <N^>MK’  W  RTR  W  W  ^THT  RTTcTT  tl 

M-M  r?W  rrr  3  fWM  WW  rr  fM  trj?  rt  rrmt  t  rt  rtrtr  3 
MW  RR  3TRRT  R=R  fM  t,  M  fW  W  W  Mt  Mfcl  W  RTTRRT  RT  wW 
Wt  ¥RI  RRRTI  TTRT  MM  3  RfRgT,  RRlMt  RRT  Mr  W  W  MllHIR  RRRl|  Wl 

r«jr  fM  rtM  ^rttirit  3ir  Wf  f  i 


16.  Jantar  Mantar 

On  the  Parliament  Street  towards  Connaught  Place,  a  collection  of  pink 
coloured  structures  comprises  one  of  Maharaja  Jai  Singh  ll‘s  observatories. 
Jai  Singh's  passion  for  astronomy  was  even  more  notable  than  his  prowess 
as  a  warrior.  Before  commencing  construction,  he  sent  scholars  abroad  to 
study  foreign  observatories.  He  constructed  this  observatory  in  1725  A.D.,  it 
is  dominated  by  a  huge  sun  dial  known  as  the  “Prince  of  Dials”. 

At  the  first  glance,  Jantar  Mantar  appears  to  be  just  a  curious  collection  of 
structures  but,  in  fact,  each  construction  has  a  specific  purpose,  such  as 
measuring  the  position  of  stars,  altitudes  and  azimuths,  or  calculating  eclipses. 
Other  observatories  built  by  Jai  Singh  are  at  Jaipur,  Varanasi  and  Ujjain.  The 
fifth  one,  Mathura  observatory,  has  now  disappeared. 


ele£>frt<*)  WfT  RR  RfktRJT  Wg 
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17.  W 

7M*Tpft  %  #q  if  SR\  q|rq  WMiflldl  f^TRcflf  3  J|ldl<+K  RT»Tf  3  ^  f,  ^  f^F  qRrtk  7TOT  %  qm  3 

#1  TTT  T3^fsFT  TjkkTT  qft  %3FTT  qi  1927  if  ^HFTT  Wl  ^  %^T  TTf^FrPT  %  qftTTT  if 

t  cl*TT  ^TFFl  ■3=FRT  171  fft.  ^Wt  tl 

TTTFT  ^  ?TT  ^M^lldl  TFKcl  ^FT  «  qq  «UIH<I  ‘lldl+K  llrf  ^  f^TO  tl  #T  qfactf  ^  ^IKTT  qRTT 

kt  qirp  qqk  ^  7T#5g  TiT«n  f  kirk  trtt  %  qNf  Tiqqf,  tjht  ^rqr  afk  efter  twt  qft  ifcft  ti 

5R7  ^T  WT  *ft  ^cl  3R#  cRHF  3  ^TT  tl  TO%  T7«T  ^  q^r  ^mpjg^  f  aft  ^Efkl  dW?ff  k  ^  3 

13ti  ti  tt%zt  tt^t^  srrepira  %  #r  ^  ?raT  3  fan  t  *ft  fa  Tifa  ttct,  tfr  rr  sfk  fair  y.-wcbid-M  ti  ft  TkPisf 

%  Tim  rt  w  4ioc||<l'  3ik  qfa  ^  ttr  #  fa  ft  ftttt  fa  «tp  ^wn#  ■srm  ti 

Ffa  fafa  500  qfa:  f  ffafa-’  faiq  uP^ick,  qqmfa  qq  qqqfaq,  far,  ^i+mi,  fafa  strot  %  fafan  ti 

Wk  F5T  FT  fCTRcl  F  fa  fa  ^  HFIdl  t  fa  qfak  Tffafa  FT  RF?  qfacTT  t  %  7R°hK  FTcTT  fa,  qRTTT  fa 

fdy,  far  qddi  'gm  qfa  fa  ti 


17.  Parliament  House 

One  of  the  most  impressive  buildings  in  the  heart  of  the  capital  is  the  circular  colonnaded  building  which 
houses  the  Indian  Parliament.  Designed  by  Edwin  Lutyens  and  built  in  1927  A.D.  on  the  picturesque 
complex  near  the  Secretariat,  on  Parliament  Street,  the  Parliament  House  (Sansad  Bhawan)  is  171  m 
wide  in  diameter. 

The  outer  corridor  that  runs  all  around  the  magnificent  sandstone  structure  is  enclosed  by  rounded  stone 
pillars.  The  three-storeyed  building  which  houses  the  Legislative  Council  comprises  both  houses  of 
Parliament. 

Inside,  the  interiors  are  well  laid  out.  There  is  a  large  Central  Hall  which  is  surmounted  by  an  intricately 
carved  dome  on  the  roof  top.  The  three  large  halls  surrounding  the  Central  Hall  house  the  Lok  Sabha, 
the  Rajya  Sabha  and  the  Parliament  library.  The  space  adjacent  to  these  halls  is  decorated  with  fountains 
and  gardens  that  add  to  the  grandeur  of  the  building. 

There  are  approximately  500  rooms  in  the  Parliament  House  housing  the  Parliament  secretariat,  office  of 
the  Prime  Minister,  banks,  a  post-office,  railway  reservation  counters,  etc. 

The  National  Flag  flies  majestically  on  the  buildings  signifying  the  glory  of  the  Indian  democracy  which 
has  a  government  of  the  people,  for  the  people  and  by  the  people. 


mfafa*  far  fa  fafaniT  fa^ 
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18.  ch'lTi  k'l'H 

tottot)  %  -g^r  totot  totr  toRt  to)  3tM  tot  %  tttot  tototoft  4  froTO  TOfroPTf  to  fcrg  'shtomi  toi  tftoi  toftoto 
TO,  1921  3  toTO  %  TOTO  to)  ftot  toto  to)  tot  3  tot  tott  f  |  ^hto)  TOro  3rk  qfro  iW  toft)  qfn  ?wf  to) 

TO  y^fcH  gfTOTO  ^  WMPd  TO  afk  ^  %  TO«T  q)  TOTTOTO  TOI  FT  TfdgTd  TOTOT  fTOT  TOFT  TOTT  TO,  TOT 

t5:  ?9TOT  3TTO  %  ^  tTOf  TOTTC  TOfF  TOTO  TOTO  TO  sfk  T5:  TTOTO  %  «)  fro#'  TOdfe  TOTO7T  TOFT  TOTO  «TTI  T)qf 

3  ft  toto  tot)  fi 

ftTOTf  TOTTTO)  %  FTO  f  TOT  qf  fTT#  TOT  TOTO  TOT  TFT  TO  TOT  3^RdH  M.MTOTO  TTOTO,  7JTOH  fw  T§f  TOFT  TOTO 

to,  tottto  totti  tot  F  Fg  1932  f  Mfto  fttof,  totf*t  afa  TOrfwrF  t)tot  fttk  to)ft  fFF  %  tkt  wt  to^i 
^  ttof  f  ffto)  Tfrogwl  to)  fff)  %  frog  #r  F'  fto  m>oto<i  tottoto  fto  to)  1%  toftt  %  grot  to)  dHMT  tot  ti 

TOTT  ft  4'  TOFF!  %  fR4  TOT  Mild dil  TOTOK  afk  TOR  Flfr  Ft  TOTTO'*)  F^  tl  TOTOT«T  'f  dHITMHH  FTO  TORT  f  f&rf  TO? 
^■W.4  <fli  f  <|«|4  <^c1  4  FTFTTOR  cRTOF  TOFFff  dlcr)  yldRdd  FTOT)  TO)  SoJiMT  flf)  %  TOT  f  isTOS'l  Ptvdl 
TOI 


18.  Connaught  Place 

The  vast  shopping  centre,  the  Connaught  Place,  was  built  during  the  British  Raj,  by  the  Viceroy,  to  cater 
to  the  needs  of  the  sophisticated  class.  It  is  named  after  the  visit  of  the  Duke  of  Connaught  to  India  in 
1921  A.D. 

The  circular  formation  of  buildings  in  white  and  the  rounded  pillars,  enclosing  a  spacious  verandah,  was 
conceived  by  Sir  Edwin  Lutyens  in  keeping  with  the  architectural  harmony  of  Rashtrapati  Bhawan  and 
India  Gate.  The  elite  shopping  centre  comprised  six  blocks  in  the  inner  circle  called  Connaught  Place  and 
six  blocks  in  the  outer  circle  known  as  Connaught  Circus.  Both  circles  have  colonnaded  corridors. 

In  the  mid-twenties,  the  American  Express  block,  then  known  as  Sujan  Singh  block,  was  constructed. 
Consequently  in  1932  A.D. ,  Scindia  House,  Janpath  and  the  Regal  building  (built  by  Sobha  Singh)  came 
up. 

The  lotus  shaped  fountain  at  the  centre,  constructed  in  the  sixties,  adds  to  the  beauty  of  the  place. 
The  underground  shopping  centre  of  Palika  Bazar  and  the  basement  parking  lot  are  recent  attempts 
at  modernising  the  older  complex.  Flanking  the  approach  to  Connaught  Place  from  Janpath  are  the 
Eastern  and  Western  Courts  designed  by  Robert  Tor  Russell,  a  dignified  pair  of  classical  buildings  with 
colonnaded  Tuscan  verandahs. 


eiAjifdch  FtrT  fto  qf?TTOF  ^FT 
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19.  wfftsr 

ftft  Fl  +  tslft  ft  RRT  RfR  Rft  TRRT  ft  RRT  'S^gKI  ?H  TTlfFR  fftft  ft  ftRR  RJJR1R  RR 
Rg®  ftftRT  TRcT  ftl  TfftR  WM  ft  Rft  RF  ^ll-KK  'RRcT,  SfHlftl  ftft  RRftR  dR^RHI 
RR  T#RRR  ftl  RTft  ft  ftRR  JJ*R<t<tR  3  Rft  ff  ftl  #R  ft  gtRR  RT  ftft  RR  RTft 
RRT  I^TT  ft  ffttft  RF  g^SKI  RRRlft  ft  R=F  R1HRR  3  3  RR7  RR  RRT  || 

ftftRT  ft  3RfRR  lM  ¥ldl«0  4'  RF  Jj^SKI  RRT  RRfftft  RR  TH  RT  fftTRR  Rft  RRRfRRRft 
RFf  RTI  RF  RTFT  RTRT  ft  1ft  RRT  3  RRT  RR  fftft  ft  3TTft  RRT  aft  FftftFT  RTfFR  ft  Rift 
RRRt  RT  g^TTRT  RTI  RR  RRR  fftft  ft  ftRRT  ft  RFIHkl  ftft  f|  ft,  gR  ft  fR  ftRRt  RR 
$<rllR  ft  ft  ft  RRFT  ft,  RFT  RF  Bft  ft,  RFT  R°h  dlclM  ft  ftRRR  RTRTI  dldld  %  RR  RfRR 
RR  ft  ft-ddo  RR  RRft  RTR  ft  RRTI 

RTR  ft  RF  RTRT  RTRT  ft  fft  RRftR  RTT  RfRR  RTRT  3RJF  ft  RRTR  ft  R  RRft  ftfftft  ft  TRTR 

RTft  ft  ftft  ftl 


19.  Gurudwara  Bangla  Sahib 

Built  on  a  sprawling  area  near  Gol  Dak  Khana,  Gurudwara  Bangla  Sahib,  is  among 
the  renowned  Sikh  places  of  worship  in  Delhi.  The  stately  building  in  white  marble 
presents  a  unique  blend  of  Muslim  and  Indian  architectural  forms.  The  front  wall, 
decorated  with  balconied  projections,  have  several  surmounting  domes.  The 
central  dome  which  has  an  impressive  golden  covering,  makes  the  Gurudwara 
one  of  the  spectacular  monuments  in  the  Capital. 

History  records  that  the  17th  century  Gurudwara  was  once  the  Bangla  of  Raja 
Jaisingh  who  was  without  an  heir.  He  invited  Guru  Harkrishan,  the  eighth  Guru  of 
the  Sikhs  to  his  Bangla.  The  Guru  visited  the  Raja  in  a  crucial  period  when  Delhi 
was  under  the  grip  of  an  epidemic  of  small  pox.  The  Guru  found  a  cure  for  the 
disease  by  digging  a  pool,  believed  to  have  been  the  source  of  sacred  waters  that 
can  cure  people  from  small  pox. 

The  sacred  amrit  sarovar  in  Bangla  Sahib  Gurudwara,  is,  till  this  day,  known  for  its 
magical  powers  in  curing  a  number  of  diseases. 


RirftRRT  fttF  RR  ft^T 
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20.  ftfftl 

TraRiftt  %  omki  oqicifiiP-ict,  ftrf  Rift  ft  fi?  hi=m  hPft  fftR  ft  i 

FT4T  RRT  ft  ftp  F?  FftFT  18ftf  5!ldKl  ft  TIFT  RFlftft  ft  444141  FTI  FfftT  %  3FFT 
FIT  fftTFT  TtftR  ftFFTFT  FTT  FFT  ^3TT  ft  FFT  WM  ft  STTftt  ftftTTT  Fft  ftTFl^  FFT  F[5 
Rfft  Fft  ‘'jftftft  Fft)  ff  ftl  TTp  1964  3  FT?T  %  fftrft  Fft  WFF  Fft  Fftf  «ftl  TTF, 
eTaFT^T  afk  ftftfT  Fft  3RT  "*jjftFT  ftt  Fftft  ft  3RTfR  tl 

TFJTF  FFFTP  ^JFH  Fft  StftF  Tjfft  %  ftFft  ft  ^  FTFT  RIFT  ft  ftp  FFFFT  FjJFFT  Fft 
ftFFTR  Tffft  FWl+MlH  tl  FfRT  ft  FFRftt  |ft  ftfe  ?TT  ftl-PTH  Flfftp  FTTRT  FF  FTPTft 
ft  ftp  hR<  “'feg’-ftte”  ft  (TF  RFF  FT  TR  Fft  T|R5T  ’jft  ftftft  ft)l 

3R  ^TRft  Rift  FTFT  Fft  ^cbift  ft  ^TT  Hp<tT  Fft  ftl  ftl  <P  dlf^dicll  Fft  T^«RJTcft  ft)  TTFTFT 
FR  fftFT  tl  FT  ft'IddK  Fft  TF  FfftT  ft  3FTTFTTT  FlklllftF  FTRK  FFTFT  t  fft^ft  FfF 

ft)  ftfe  Ftft  ftl 


20.  Hanuman  Mandir 

This  sacred  Hindu  temple  stands  alongside  the  Capital’s  buzzing  shopping 
complex  of  Baba  Kharak  Singh  Marg.  Said  to  have  been  built  in  the  Mughal 
period,  during  the  reign  of  Raja  Jai  Singh,  the  Hanuman  Mandir  has  its  interiors 
made  of  smooth  white  marble.  The  exteriors  were  renovated  in  the  year  1 964 
A.D.  The  interior  walls  are  partly  covered  with  silver.  The  other  idols  of  Rama, 
Lakshmana  and  Sita  are  also  covered  with  silver  ornamentation. 

The  awe-inspiring  idol  of  the  chief  God  Hanuman,  is  believed  to  have  been 
found  during  the  medieval  period.  The  surging  crowds  that  pour  into  the 
temple,  do  so  under  a  popular  religious  theory  which  classifies  the  temple  as 
a  Siddha  Peeth  (a  place  of  fulfillment  of  wishes). 

Today,  a  whole  range  of  shops  surrounding  the  temple  have  marred  its 
original  architectural  beauty.  The  weekly  mela  held  at  the  temple  complex, 
every  Tuesday  of  the  week  attracts  large  crowds. 


FiRift-P  ftftr  lift  yfft^nn 
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21.  ■ST^Tf  cFT  TpTT  TSfcT 

TRFT  fTORt  3  TOT  TOTO  %  ’'JTO  %  3TO7R  TO  TOT^  TO  “TOJTOfTO”  3TO  %  WJ  TOl  dl^cil  TO  R^T  tl 

TO  tffe  TOT^  %  TOR  %  TOT  TOcTl  'R  TO’  'll 

to  Rtoiih  toto  sm}  ^  totot  %  ^  Tft  cro  tot^  r|  ti  to,  ^  tR  Tjpn,  Tjfe,  yi^fd°b  t^^dl  r  qlTOdi  to  fro? 

f-ITOTt  Rj  T^T  TOit  ftr  TT^R  TOTOR  RTt  TOt  tl  RTRT  RTt  RfTOT  TOT  TO^  RTRf  T?T  <RdMT  RT  TJRTt  TOTdt 

t'l  TO  TOR  %  TOR  TO  TOf-^f  -qx  TO^TT  r4  %  #R  3TT  TOT  TORt  ^TT  TOT  TTTOTt  f-TT%R  fRTO^  TTTOTqq  TO  TOT  tl 
RpR  %  TOTf  RTTO  tTO  TO  RT  RIFto!  t  #  %  ^  cIMMl  %  t  TO  RTRt  t'  tit  TOTOT  TOt  RcftTO  |l  TO  Rt 

dldN  $HKU  TOt  d-SI  TRFt  t  Rt  TOd)1!  tt  tl 

tt^tr  Rfroit'  fro;  tkfcnfs  fro#  %  tRTOR  totrt  ^,  Tr  TOrgr  t}  to  ttWr  dilRdi  ’R  tottr  to!  r^  «ti  rItt  t 
tekffetd  rrtr  TOt  Tanf  3  tRwrr  TOt  Rttori  rrt  rt,  Fr^  #rtot  TOrojRT  %  ^nr  RtrRtr  totot  to  tototrt  rrt,  rtr  r 

^  RKd  t  3TTRTR  <*<1  RRTI 

?TT  TO  frofnT  TOT^  r4  %  dTITTR>  cTSTT  RIT^TOT  4>R^4  TTOR  £RT  TO  TOTfe  Wff  TOt  RT1RR  ^  TO  t  TOTRTRT  TOT  TO  I 


21.  The  Baha’i  House  of  Worship 

The  lotus  shaped  ‘Mother  Temple’  of  the  Baha’is  in  South  Delhi  is  a  unique  architectural  wonder  of  the  modern 
times.  It  is  one  of  the  seven  Baha’i  Houses  of  worship  in  the  World. 

The  magnificent  structure  which  looks  like  a  half  open  lotus  bud — the  symbol  of  worship,  creation,  beauty  and 
purity — has  its  nine  exterior  petals  in  glistening  white  marble.  The  nine  outer  leaves  form  a  canopy  over  the 
nine  wooden  panelled  entrances  to  the  temple.  The  smooth  white  marble  flooring  inside  the  auditorium  creates 
a  beautiful  atmosphere  where  the  people  from  all  faiths  can  pray  in  silence.  Around  the  temple  are  walkways 
and  stairs  which  surround  the  nine  pools,  representing  the  floating  leaves  of  the  lotus.  The  pools  of  water  help 
in  cooling  the  building. 

The  marble  quarried  from  Mt.  Pantilikon  mines  in  Greece  was  sent  to  Italy  where  each  panel  was  computer  cut 
to  the  requisite  size  and  shaped  before  being  transported  to  Delhi. 

The  massive  project  built  over  a  period  of  10  years  was  designed  and  built  by  Fariburz  Sahbha,  a  Baha’i 
architect. 


eiT^ilddi  RlR  to 
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22.  #rsft^r  frTTW^rr 

^  3TR  TOTTOlt  3  TOTOfil  TO  %  TTTOF  TO  TOf  eft  37Fr  %sftfeT  TO?  TOTO  fttWT  (^TR  %  fro* 
TOT  PlMITO)  TOf  T^l^d  TOTO  TOt  ^rfl  TO  Pl^lTO  TOTTO  63  TTM  TJTOT  tl 


331^1  oiiHjchK  T37Er.TT.T37T.  %  ^  TO  TJSfcH  ^pTOU-  Pd  ^  f^erft  TOT  TOf  ^ft^FTT  TOT^  «ff-%  TTO  fTOTTT 
f^TOf  TOT%  ^  TO  <3191  TO  ^TfER  TOT  TOTTOFT  TO  TO  TORT  TO^  eft  ^TT%  frofui  TO  TO=f  TORT  M  ^ 
3TRTTT  1TO  sfk  TO#f  7g^  23  TOTOt,  1927  TOt  fFTTO  fTOIFTOTT  fTOTTI  “%sftfcT  3firo  f^  fttTOFT”  18  TOTTOt. 
1931  TOt  TOTOJ?  ^  fTOT  7TOTT  TOT  TOI 


TftTOt  TOT  TOfTO  TOTTf  ^  TO  7TTT  tl 

15  fTOTTOT,  1965  TOf  TORT  %  WRpT  TOpTORTt  TTTOfTTOT  ^  TO  fTOTOTO  %  TOff?T  TOT  TO  'd^lTO  fTOTO  «TT I 


22.  The  Cathedral  Church 

In  the  heart  of  the  Capital  is  the  imposing  structure  of  the  Cathedral  Church  of  the  Redemption 
which  has  a  63  year  old  history. 

The  idea  of  building  the  church  took  its  birth  when  Rev.  T.R.  Dixon  came  to  serve  as  Chaplain 
to  the  newly  proclaimed  capital  of  India.  Architect  H.A.N.  Medd,  in  consultation  with  Sir  Edwin 
Lutyens,  the  man  who  masterminded  the  planning  of  the  city  of  New  Delhi,  prepared  the  plan  for 
the  church.  With  the  coming  of  Lord  Irwin  as  Viceroy  the  construction  work  was  expedited  and  the 
foundation  was  laid  on  February  23,  1927,  by  the  Viceroy  himself.  The  Cathedral  Church  of  the 
Redemption  was  finally  opened  for  public  worship  on  January  18,  1931. 

The  church  building  is  built  with  white  and  red  Dholpur  stone.  The  porches  and  interiors  are 
made  of  white  stone,  except  for  the  arched  ceiling.  The  Parish  Hall  of  the  church  was  opened  by 
Sarvapalli  Radhakrishnan,  as  President  of  India,  on  December  15,  1965. 
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